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THE PLAN AND COST OF 
OPERATING THE SCHOOLS 
OF PRINCE GEORGE 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
Abstract of address delivered before the Ru- 
ral Education Section, Department of Superin- 
tendence, National Education Association, at 
Chicago meeting, February 21, 1924. 
FROM thirty white schools to eleven since 
[920—such is the record of consolidation 
in Prince George County, Virginia. As a re- 
sult of this program, every white child in the 
county can sleep at home, attend high school 
each day, and get back home at night Without 
having to walk more than two miles to school 
or more than one mile to some means of trans- 
portation. Our percentage of attendance has 
increased front 7^% i'1 to 91% in 1923- 
The high school enrollment has increased 
three fold, and educational opportunities have 
been made equal for all children. 
The development of the school system of 
Prince George County has been characterized 
by a State wide change in the County Unit 
plan of operation, and by a series of rather 
carefully planned consolidations. 
By a division, we mean in Virginia, a unit 
of school administration composed of a county, 
a city, a county and a city, or two or more 
counties. By a district, we mean a political 
unit composing a part of the countyi It cor- 
responds to the township in many states. Un- 
der the county unit law, which became effec- 
tive Sept. 1, 1922, one member of the school 
board is appointed for each district and these 
district members so appointed form the county 
board of education. 
The school division of Prince George 
County and the City of Hopewell, covering an 
area of 294 square miles, with a school popu- 
lation of 5000, with a property assessment of 
$10,000,000, and with an annual source of 
revenue of approximately $210,000 for school 
purposes, has attempted to pro-vide a system 
of schools which will give every white child 
in the division the advantages of standard ele- 
mentary and high school education. 
Before the year 1920, there was no such 
thing in the division as equalization of educa- 
tional opportunities. There were three ac- 
credited high schools, accessible to less than 
50% of the school population, and 27 small 
elementary schools, most of which were one 
and two room schools, with meagre equipment, 
poorly trained teachers, and with short terms. 
Two of the five districts had no provision 
whatsoever for high school instruction, and 
only one district was attempting to offer high 
school instruction to all its children. One 
teacher had an average daily attendance of 9.6 
pupils and another teacher had 39-8- Some 
children were walking six miles in order to get 
to school, while others were being transported 
at the expense of the county. 
A careful study of conditions soon con- 
vinced our school officials that consolidation 
of schools and transportation of pupils were 
essential to the equalization of educational op- 
portunities. The school district was made 
the unit. During the following year, con- 
solidations were made, and each district had 
one central school in which high school in- 
struction was offered. School trucks began 
bringing in pupils to these schools from all 
parts of the districts. Because of bad roads 
and peculiar local conditions three small 
schools are still operated, but pupils in the 
upper grades are transported from these 
schools to the larger central schools. At pres- 
ent all of our children have the opportunity 
of attending high schools. The number of 
white schools has been reduced from 30 to 11. 
Costs 
The increased costs incident to this change 
were very small indeed, especially so when 
compared with the advantages offered. In 
1920 the average salary paid all white teach- 
ers was $780.70. In 1923 this average was 
$886.20, an increase of 13%. During this 
period of time, the average increase in teach- 
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ers' salaries in the United States as a whole 
was 21%; so, in our division, there certainly 
hasbeen no increased cost of instruction charge- 
able directly to our program of consolidation. 
When we consider that the average annual sal- 
ary paid all teachers in the United States in 
1923 was $1020.00, according to Dr. Even- 
den's study, we see that our cost of instruction 
has not increased so much as it should have. 
The per capita cost of instruction in the 
elementary grades based on average daily at- 
tendance was $22.59 in 1920 and $29.66 In 
1923, an increase of 31.3%. Here again we 
are somewhat below the national average. In 
high school, the per capita cost of instruction 
has increased from $50.00 in 1920 to $58.70 
in 1923, or an increase of 17%. 
The annual cost per pupil transported toi 
school is $26.00. The cost per pupil housed 
in new buildings erected during our period of 
consolidation was $96.15. These buildings 
are the "C" type as defined by the American 
Institute of Architects. The per capita cost 
of general control is $1.45: of operating ex- 
penses $5.93; and of maintenance $1.50. The 
average total tax rate for school purposes has 
increased from 88 cents per hundred dollars 
worth of property to $1.00 or 13.6%. This 
increased rate provides for interest and sinking 
fund for bonds issued for capital outlay, as 
well as for other expenses. 
Pupil Accounting 
Our record in pupil accounting is some- 
what encouraging. 
The percentage of attendance has in- 
creased from 70% in 1920 to 9!% i11 I923' 
Our consolidated schools seem to hold strong- 
er attractions for our pupSls than did the 
smaller schools. The percentage of all pupils 
in high schools has increased from 5% in 
1920 to 14% in 1923. In this respect we are 
somewhat above the national average. 
The percentage of elimination in grades 
one to four in 1920 was 17; and this was the 
same in 1923. In grades five to seven the per- 
centage of elimination has decreased from 
21% to 15%. In high school elimination 
has decreased from 12% to 10%. Our schools 
are holding pupils longer than they formerly 
did, especially in the higher grades. 
Also there seems to be a better adjustment 
of pupils to the course of study and perhaps a 
more intelligent and sympathetic classification 
of pupils, for the percentage of failures has 
decreased. In 1920 in grades one to four, 
25% of the pupils in average daily attendance 
failed of promotion, as again 16% In 1023. 
In grades 5 to 7, 11% failed in 1920 and 
9.3% in 1923. In high school 9% in 1920 
as against 4% in 1923 failed to advance their 
classification. By failures we mean pupils 
who failed in more than one subject. The 
average number of pupils per teacher based 
on average daily attendance was I9-1 1° 1920 
and 26 in 1923. If we subscribe to the theory 
that a teacher can teach 26 pupils successfully, 
then our program of consolidation has effected 
an economic saving of 36% without any de- 
finable loss in instruction. 
All accredited high schools in Virginia 
must have an annual term of 180 days. Con- 
sequently, when high school opportunities were 
provided for all parts of our division the av- 
erage length of term was increased from 174 
days to 180 days per year. 
Transportation 
Two hundred of our pupils are transport- 
ed on an electric car line at a per capita annual 
cost of $6.75. Five hundred others are trans- 
ported on motor trucks, practically all of 
which are Ford one-ton trucks, at an average 
annual per capita cost of $26.00. In every 
case except one, bids were received and con- 
tracts were made with individuals who fur- 
nish their own trucks, at an average annual 
cost of $29.00 per pupil transported. As an 
experiment one truck was purchased last year 
by the school board and a large school boy was 
employed to operate it. This truck has been 
operated at an average annual cost of $21.00 
per pupil. This estimate fixes the life of the 
truck at three years. School owned trucks 
are probably 40% more economical for us 
than are privately owned trucks, which fact 
will very likely cause our School Board to 
purchase more trucks next year. 
A drninistration 
From the standpoint of administration, our 
division is composed of two distinct units, one 
for the city of HopeWell and the other for 
Prince George County. This arrangement is 
fixed by state law which provides for a sys- 
tem of schools in each city and county. These 
two units are about equal in school popula- 
tion. There is a separate school board for 
each unit of the division, but the central offi- 
februaky, 1924] THE VIRGINIA TEACHER 30 
ces are the same for both. The superinten- 
dent, clerk of the county school board, steno- 
grapher, home demonstration agent for the 
county, visiting teacher and attendance officer 
for the city all occupy the central offices. Two 
separate systems of record are kept. 
The superintendent is the executive 
officer for both systems and all records, finan- 
cial and otherwise, are kept under his general 
supervision. Both school boards meet regu- 
larly once a month, on different days, for the 
purpose of approving bills, deciding on gen- 
eral policies, and attending to other routine 
and new business. In this connection it is in- 
teresting to note that the county unit system, 
has made possible the simplification and di- 
rectness of business procedure, equalization 
of educational opportunities, more economic 
buying, and that it has attracted men of wid- 
er vision, influence, and interest to position on 
the school board. 
Supervision 
The superintendent is the chief supervisory 
officer. Except in the colored schools, there is 
no special supervisor of instruction. The 
principal of each large school is a supervising 
principal and devotes all of his time to super- 
vision and administration. In the smaller 
school the principals must spend at least Bo 
minutes per day in supervision. 
Principals' meetings are held monthly in 
the superintendent's office. These meetings 
are held in addition to the regular teachers' 
meetings and are solely for the purpose of dis- 
cussing problems of supervision and adminis- 
tration. Methods are discussed, comparative 
studies are made, and uniform procedure is 
decided upon. These are real cabinet meet- 
ings in which policies are evolved. This is 
our most effective means of planning and or- 
ganizing for action, as well as for checking re- 
sults. Our last project in these meetings was 
the making of a series of uniform objective 
tests, based on the standards of our state ele- 
mentary course of study. The results of 
these tests have diagnosed our weaknesses and 
have fixed goals to be reached during the 
spring term by each school, class, teacher and 
pupil. Another interesting and valuable pro- 
ject worked out in these meetings was a uni- 
form objective grading system now used in all 
of our schools. The group method is used as 
a basis, the median corresponding roughly to 
80%, for it was found in our division that 
80% was the median grade given by all teach- 
ers covering a period of two years. By 
the use of these tests, and with the use of this 
grading system, the marking of pupils, their 
classification, acceleration, and retardation 
have been made uniform and objective. Com- 
parisons can be made among the various 
schools and weaknesses can be detected and 
remedied. 
Summary 
A brief survey of our development reveals 
the following accomplishments: 
1st.—Standard elementary and high school 
opportunities for all children. 
2nd.—Equalization of opportunities. 
3rd.—A school board composed of intelligent, 
active, influential men, vitally inter- 
ested in the improvement of their 
schools. 
4th.—An increase of 13% in teachers' salaries. 
5th.—An increase of 31% in per capita cost 
of instruction. 
6th.—An increase in attendance from 70 to 
91%. 
7th.—-An increase in high school enrollment 
from 5 to 14%. 
8th.—A decided decrease in elimination and 
failures in the higher grades. 
9th.—An increase in the length of term from 
176 to 180 days per year. 
10th.—Real county unit of administration and 
supervision. 
While our progress has been encouraging, 
we must realize that for the future, economy 
and efficiency alike demand the further con- 
solidation of all high school work in one cen- 
tral school. With the coming of good roads 
and with the increased demands made on our 
present smaller school plants this onportunity 
will come. 1926 should, and I believe will, 
see every wbite child attending high school in 
our county housed in one large central school 
plant where opportunities of selection of cours- 
es, educational and vocational guidance and at- 
tention to individual needs may be provided 
more freely. We have succeeded in equaliz" 
ing educational opportunities within our own 
division. Our next problem is to make these 
opportunities equal to those offered in the best 
schools of the country at large. 
R. K. Hoke. 
31 THE VIRGINIA TEACHER [Vol. Y, NO. 2 
THE NEW STATE TEACHERS 
COLLEGES 
On February 13, Governor E. Lee Trinkle 
signed a bill, known as Senate Bill No. 121, 
which changed the names of the State 
Normal Schools for Women at Farmville, 
Harrisonburg, Frederieksburg and Radford 
to the State Teachers College at Farmville, State 
Teachers College at Harrisonburg, State Teach- 
ers College at Frederieksburg, and State Teach- 
ers College at Radford. 
Many people in Virginia perhaps, and in 
other states, who are not familiar with the de- 
velopment of teacher-training institutions, may 
wonder why this change was made. For that 
reason we are publishing, with slight modi- 
fications, a brief which was prepared by the 
author, subscribed to by all the presidents of 
the four State Teachers Colleges, and submit- 
ted to the Virg'nia Legislature of 1924. 
Summary of Reasons for Change 
1. The Normal Schools are now colleges in 
character of work done and in admission re- 
quirements. 
2. The Bachelor of Science degree is now 
conferred upon the graduates of the four 
year courses in all of the four schools. 
3. In the popular mind "schools" are not 
supposed to do work of college grade. 
4. The terms Agricultural and Mechanical 
College, Medical College, Teachers Col- 
lege, etc., are now universally applied to 
professional institutions doing work of col- 
lege grade. 
5. Today more than sixty percent of the 
states of the union designate their teacher- 
training institutions as teachers1 colleges. 
6. The change in name will attract more 
students to our teacher-training institutions. 
7. A superior type of student will be induced 
to enter training for teaching. 
8. The Colleges will be able to secure better 
staffs of instructors for the same compensa- 
tion. 
9. The institutions will be able to maintain 
higher professional and social standards 
in their student bodies. 
10. More matured and better prepared teach- 
ers will be furnished for both city and rural 
schools. 
11. Collegiate education at a low comparative 
iTbe term "Normal College" is used In a 
few instances. 
cost will be within the reach of the girls 
of Virginia from homes of moderate means. 
12. The four Normal Schools are now pre- 
pared from the standpoints of financial 
support, teaching staff, plant and equip- 
ment to assume the title of State Teachers 
Colleges. 
1. The Normal Schools when first estab- 
lished in Virginia embraced not only work of 
college grade but also four years of secondary 
preparation, at the same time devoting con- 
siderable time to the review of elementary 
school subjects. These institutions have de- 
veloped along with the rapidly expanding 
high school system of Virginia and the con- 
stant elevation of the standard of the teaching 
force of our public schools until today not 
only are their entrance requirements on a 
parity with those of the University of Virgin- 
ia, the College of William and Mary, and 
all other standard colleges in Virginia, but 
their work also is in every respect of college 
grade. 
2. The General Assembly of 1916 took 
into recognition this development in the Nor- 
mal Schools and granted them the privilege 
of conferring upon the graduates of their 
four-year standard college courses for the 
training of teachers the Bachelor of Science 
degree in education. Since this time these 
courses have been organized and perfected 
until the graduates of these courses not only 
receive the highest certificate granted by the 
State Board of Education, the Professional 
Collegiate Certificate, but are also admitted 
to the graduate departments of education of 
our leading universities. 
3. Many difficulties arise, however, because 
in some quarters, people are not aware of the 
development of the Normal Schools, and, 
basing their views upon their conception of 
the Normal Schools as they formerly exist- 
ed, conceive of Normal Schools as doing a 
a grade of work inferior to that of the col- 
leges. This misconception, which exists in 
the minds of some accrediting agencies and in 
the minds of some patrons of higher educa- 
tion, results almost entirely from the name 
Normal School, under which these institu- 
tions operate. 
4. This misconception is natural and will 
inevitably prevail until the term college is in- 
corporated into the title of these institutions 
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doing work of college grade. Educational 
terminology has been refined and standard- 
ized until today the term "college" is uni- 
versally applied to institutions doing work 
above secondary grade. This movement has 
been especially pronounced in professional in- 
stitutions to avoid the misleading terms of 
institutes, seminaries, schools, etc. Instead 
of these terms one now finds Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, Medical College, and 
Teachers College, terms that not only an- 
nounce that the work done by these institu- 
tions is of college grade but also by the ad- 
jective which precedes the word "college'' 
clearly define the professional character and 
objectives of the institution. The term State 
Teachers College clearly defines the purpose 
and the grade of our four State institutions 
for the training of teachers. 
5. These problems have presented them- 
selves to teacher-training institutions through- 
out our entire country and various states 
have changed the names of their normal 
schools to Teachers Colleges until the 
time is fast approaching when the term nor- 
mal school applied to a teacher-training insti- 
tution will be the exception rather than the 
rule. Today more than sixty percent of the 
states of the Union designate their teacher 
training institutions as teachers' colleges. The 
movement is characteristic of no particular sec- 
tion of the United States but prevails in the 
North, South, East and West. North Car- 
olina, South Carolina, West Virginia, Ken- 
tucky, Georgia, Texas, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Missouri, Rhode Island, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, New 
Mexico, the Dakotas, Colorado, Iowa, and- 
California are some of the many states that 
have organized their teacher training insti- 
tutions as teachers' colleges and have given 
them the appropriate title. At the conclu- 
sion of this statement will be found a list of 
the exact titles of the State Teachers Col- 
leges of the United States. A brief exam- 
ination of this list will show conclusively 
that the term Teachers College is being sub- 
stituted for the title Normal School through- 
out the country. 
6. Hon. J. J. Tigert, U. S. Commission- 
er of Education in 1923, said before the 
American Association of Teachers Colleges; 
"Out of all this chaos there appears much en- 
couragement in the rapid progress being made 
toward expansion and standardization of 
state normal schools by conversion into four- 
year teadhers' colleges. This movement is 
one that can safely be characterized as na- 
tional, in the sense that it appears to be de- 
veloping at an irresistible momentum, and is 
apparently destined to spread over the entire 
nation, and will tend to standardize the 
teachers' colleges in the nation to a degree 
comparable to the colleges and universities. 
This movement had its inception in the East 
but its greatest stimulus came from the West. 
Though the momentum for the 
teachers' college movement seems greater in 
the West, yet it is operating in the East, as 
is evidenced by the action of the legislature 
in Maryland in 1922, which, though it does 
not give the institutions of this state the title 
"college," yet authorizes the conferring! of 
degrees upon the graduates of the four-year 
course. 
"This tendency towards the nationali- 
zation of the teachers' colleges is the most 
hopeful sign that we have of anything like 
a consistent, coherent and sound policy in 
the tangled web that besets the teacher-train- 
ing problem in this country  
"While we rejoice in the rapid growth 
of the four-year teachers' colleges in all parts 
of the country, we believe and are glad to 
see that the two- and three—year courses are 
not being abandoned by these institutions. 
For a long time we shall have to provide 
these shorter courses for training elementary 
teachers who cannot as yet secure four years 
of professional training. Some day we may 
achieve a goal of four years above high school 
for all teachers, but this will not be reached 
for some time to come. It is gratifying to 
note that of the 60 teachers' colleges front 
which the reports are now available, 
40 retain the one-year course, 54 retain 
the two-year course, and 33 retain the three- 
year course. This indicates a laudable de- 
sire upon the part of these institutions to 
function so as to render the largest service to 
the public school system and the state." 
7. An exhaustive study of the results 
achieved in those teacher training institutions 
that have already become teachers' colleges 
has convinced us that not only has the change 
in name not in any way diverted these schools 
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from their primary objective of • training city systems. This will require the best train- 
teachers but on the other hand the change ing and prestige which our teacher training 
has resulted in most valuable benefits to the institutions can offer, (g) The normal schools 
teacher training work of these states. (a) are now registering 75 percent or more of 
The change of name to Teachers College has tbe girl graduates of our accredited high 
resulted uniformly in a large increase in the schools who go to any higher institutions of 
enrollment of students, demonstratingf that learning. They have already enrolled more 
the term "college" carries with it strong pres- than f00 of rtheEirl graduates of the graduat- 
tige in the minds of both high school graduates glasses of the accred.tcd high schools of 
and their parents. This increase has also been Virginia m 1923. 10 aiy not more tan 
characterized bV the entrance into the teaching ^OO of these ^ graduates are attending any 
, . , . xt-i.ii higner institutions of fearmng. 1 nose en- profession of a superior type of high school ;n the normal schools in the main are 
graduate, (b) Teachers Colleges have also students from the homes of moderate means. 
been able to secure a better staff of instruc- They find in the teacher-training institutions 
tors for the same compensation, as teachers of Virginia traditions and social standards 
prefer teaching in "colleges" to institutions that encourage an inexpensive student life 
that do not have this title. There has already which their financial resources will provide. 
, ., , r. , x • They find in these institutions a high grade been a deeded effort on the part of many in- of ^ supported and approved h>. 
structors in the faculties of the Virginia or- ^ Qommonweait;}1 0f Virginia, and it is evi- 
mal Schools to seek additional training and the den(; they should receive all the advan- 
higher degrees in anticipation of the change tages that the State can confer upon them by 
which they feel is sure to come in the desig- placing upon their certificates and diplomas 
nation of these institutions, (c) Due to the the corporate title of The State Teachers 
improved teaching staff and greater maturity College. 
of the students, higher professional standards 8. These four institutions are now pre- 
and higher social standards among students pared in virtue of their financial support, the 
have also accompanied these changes. (d) fine character of their teaching staffs, plant 
Lengthened courses, esoeciallv for elementarv and equipment, to assume the title of State 
teachers, have enabled the teachers' colleges to Teachers College and take their stand with 
turn out more mature and more thoroughly those institutions now recognized by the 
and completely trained teachers, (e) The State Board of Education as standard colleges- 
problem of training properly an elementarv For the past six years, under authority grant- 
teacher for citv schools in two years is gradn- ed them by the Legislature of 1916, these 
ally getting beyond the area of possibility institutions have sent out splendidly trained 
and cities are insistently and' in increasing teachers with the Bachelor of Science degree, 
numbers calling for teachers of longer train- In the absence of definite standards in V ir- 
ing (f) The girl graduates of our rural ginia for Teachers Colleges these institutions 
and small town high schools attend our nor- have submitted their credentials to the Amer- 
mal schools in large numbers and upon them ican Association of Teachers Colleges, three 
we must depend largely for that rural leader- of the four have been admitted to the Asso- 
ship which is to bring our rural schools up ciation and the application uf the tourth wi 
to the splendid standards achieved by our best soon be acted upon by that body. 
The State Teachers Colleges in the Utiited States in 1923-1924 
Present Title Former Title 
Arkansas . 1 o 1 i 
Arkansas State Teachers College Arkansas State Normal School 
California „ 1 n , 1 
Humbolt State Teachers College Humboldt State Normal School 
State Teachers College (Fresno) Fresno State Normal School 
Chico State Teachers College   Chico State Normal School 
State Teachers College of Santa Barbara. . Santa Barbara State Normal School 
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Present Title Former Title 
State Teachers College of San Diego .... San Diego State Normal School 
San Francisco State Teachers College. ... San Francisco State Normal School 
San Jose State Teachers College San Jose State Normal School 
Colorado 
Colorado State Teachers College State Normal School 
Western State College of Colorado Colorado State Normal School 
Georgia 
Georgia State College for Women Georgia Normal and Industrial College 
Georgia State Womans College Southern Georgia State Normal College 
Illinois 
Eastern Illinois State Teachers College. ..Eastern Illinois State Normal School 
Northern Illinois State Teachers College.. Northern Illinois State Normal School 
Western Illinois State Teachers College.. Western Illinois State Normal School 
Illinois State Normal University  
Iowa 
Iowa State Teachers College Iowa State Normal School 
Kansas 
Kansas State Teachers College (Emporia). Kansas State Normal School 
Kansas State Teachers College (Pittsburg) State Manual Training Normal School 
Kansas State Teachers College (Hays).. Fort Hays, Kansas, Normal School 
Kentucky 
Western State Normal and Teachers 
College Western State Normal School 
Eastern Kentucky State Teachers College 
and Normial School Eastern Kentucky State Normal School 
Louisiana 
Louisiana State Normal College State Normal School 
Maryland 
Maryland Normal School (organized on college basis but change in name not made) 
Massachusetts 
(Normal schools recently organized as teachers colleges but change in name not made) 
Michigan 
Central Michigan Normal College, (Mt. 
Pleasant) Central State Normal School 
Michigan State Normal College (Ypsilanti) 
Minnesota 
State Teachers College (Bemidji) State Normal School 
Duluth State Teachers College State Normal School 
State Teachers College (Mankato)  State Normal School 
State Teachers College of Minnesota 
(Moorhead) State Normal School 
State Teachers College (Winona) State Normal School 
State Teachers College (St. Cloud) State Normal School 
Mississippi 
Mississippi Normal College No Change 
Missouri 
Southeast Missouri State Teachers College Third District State Normal School 
Northeast Missouri State Teachers CollegeFirst Ddstrict State Norimal School 
Northwest Missouri State Teachers CollegeFifth District State Normal School 
Southwest Missouri State Teachers CollegcFourth District State Normal School 
Central Missouri State Teachers CollegeState Normal School 
Montana 
Montana State Normal College Montana State Normal School 
Nebraska 
Nebraska State Normal School and Teach- 
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Present Title Former Title 
ers College Nebraska State Normal School 
Nebraska State Normal School and Teach- 
ers College Nebraska State Normal School 
Nebraska State Normal School and Teach- 
ers College Nebraska State Normal School 
Nebraska State Normal School and Teach- 
ers College Nebraska State Normal School 
New Mexico 
New Mexico Normal University No Change 
New Mexico State Teachers College New Mexico State Normal School 
New York 
State College for Teachers (Albany)  State Normal School; Normal College 
North Carolina 
East Carolina Teachers College East Carolina Teachers Training School 
North Dakota 
State Teachers College (Valley City).... State Normal School 
Ohio 
State Normal College (Bowling Green). .No Change 
Teachers College of Miami University. .. Ohio State Normal College 
State Teachers College (Kent) Kent State Normal School 
Oklahoma 
Southeastern State Teachers College Southeastern State Normal School 
East Central State Teachers College .... East Central State Normal School 
Northwestern State Teachers College . . . State Normal School 
Central State Teachers College   . ... Central State Normal School 
Southwestern State Teachers College Southwestern State Normal School 
Northeastern State Teachers College State Normal School 
Rhode Island 
Rhode Island College of Education Rhode Island State Normal School 
South Carolina 
Winthrop College  . Winthrop Normal and Industrial College 
South Dakota 
Northern State Teachers College Northern Normal and Industrial School 
Southern State Teachers College Southern State Normal School 
T exas 
Sul Ross State Teachers College Sul Ross Normal College 
West Texas State Teachers College West Texas State Normal College 
East Texas State Teachers College East Texas State Normal College 
North Texas State Teachers College ....North Texas State Normal College 
Sam Houston State Teachers College Sam Houston Normal Institute 
Southwest Texas Teachers College Southwest Texas Normal School 
Steven Austin Teachers College  
Virginia 
The State Teachers College at Farmville. .The State Normal School for Women 
The State Teachers College at Harrison- 
l3Urg The State Normal School for Women 
The State Teachers College at Fredericks-- jjUrg  The State Normal School for Women 
The State Teachers College at Radford. .The State Normal School for Women 
West Virginia 
Marshall College  Marshall Academy and Normal School 
Concord State Teachers College Concord State Normal School 
Samuel P. Duke. 
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TEACHING MODERN POET- 
RY IN THE HIGH SCHOOL 
TRAVELING at dusk the noisy city 
street, 
I listened to the newsboys' strident cries 
Of 'Extra,' as with flying feet 
They strove to gain this man or that—their 
prize. 
But one there was with neither shout nor 
stride, 
And, having bought from him, I stood near 
by, 
Pondering the cruel crutches at his side, 
Blaming the crowd's neglect, and wondering 
why— 
When suddenly I heard a gruff voice greet 
The cripple with 'On time tonight?' 
Then, as he handed out the sheet, 
The youngster's answer—'You're all right. 
My other reg'lars are a little late. 
They'll find I'm short one paper when they 
come ; 
You see, a strange guy bought one in the 
wait ; 
I thought 'twould cheer him up—he looked 
so glum!' 
So, sheepishly I laughed, and went my way, 
For I had found a city's heart that day." 
This little poem, called "Echoes," by 
Ruth Lambert Jones, was read to an eighth 
grade class in a junior high school. Suggest- 
ed questions found in The Gleam, a maga- 
zine of verse for young people published in 
Canton, Massachusetts, were then asked in 
order to make clear the meaning of the poem. 
After some minutes of discussion the mem- 
bers of the class were asked to tell in a few 
lines of poetry any experience they had had 
similar to this one, or to write a short verse 
on any thought which the title, the poem, or 
any word in the poem suggested to them,. 
Since they had had little experience of this 
kind, the children at first were somewhat du- 
bious as to their ability to "write poetry," 
but, after a few words of encouragement from 
the teacher, they agreed to try it. Heads 
were bent busily over scraps of paper; now and 
then came the sound of a sheet being 
crumpled after a vain attempt to compose a 
"poem." 
But soon the boys and girls began com- 
ing eagerly to the teacher asking "Now what 
do you think of this?" "Is this the best word 
I could use here?" Suggestions were made 
by the teacher and slight changes were made 
here and there. Before all the children had fin- 
ished, came the request "Let's hurry up and 
read 'em!" There was everywhere a com- 
plete willingness to accord to the class's re- 
quest that any child read his poem. Various 
ideas were expressed in the compositions read. 
The worst and best were greeted spontane- 
ously with sympathetic laughter and exclama- 
tions of approval. Below are quoted two of 
the poems written: 
"One day at dusk, along a country road, 
I saw a squirrel. He carried in his mouth a 
load 
Of acorns; for the winter months were close 
behind his flying feet. 
'Poor squirrel,' thought I, 'I pity you when 
comes the snow and sleet.' 
While in the squirrel's mind a thought: 
'I'm sorry for him ; for while I sleep 
He'll have to go to school with wet, cold feet. 
Gee, but I'm lucky! I wouldn't be a boy 
for any treat.' " 
Another with a somewhat different 
thought; 
"One day as down the street I went, 
A cripple, weary and forspent, I met. 
The hastening traffic bustled by, 
Blocking his passage way, and I 
Hurried to help his faltering way. 
When, safely across, I left him to stay, 
He said: 'Tho' I have but a lame man's 
thought to defray 
My thanks to you for this act today.' 
And I was content, for this was true pay." 
Here, it would seem, is one way in 
which the chief problem of the teacher of 
poetry—that of making the poem a real im- 
aginative and emotional experience for the 
child—can be met. For, however crude this 
first attempt at writing poetry may seem, the 
children have been given the opportunity to 
express in their own language any thoughts 
or feelings which the poem may have aroused 
in them. A poem, whether written by the 
most experienced or inexperienced of us, is 
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merely the attempt to express the emotion-, 
which stir our hearts. This attempt to tell 
others, with the best language and with the 
nicest likenesses and distinctions which we 
can command, of the worthwhile things we 
find about us, develops in us a fineness of feel- 
ing and a sensitiveness to the good and beau- 
tiful in life which few other things can give. 
The child at the high school age is at the 
most important character-forming stiage of 
his life. Here a real interest in life is awak- 
ened and the child's conceptions of life are 
formed. Here he begins to proclaim his pref- 
erences, assert his individuality, shape his life 
plans. Because of this susceptibility of the 
child of high school age, poetry, as well as all 
other good influences, can here play its most 
important part in the making of a happy man. 
Poetry, bringing, as it does, food for the mind 
and spirit, can here open up new vistas for the 
child and bring him into a realization of his 
mental and spiritual powers—in truth, help 
him to find his real self. If we can so teach 
poetry that the love of the child for it will 
grow as he develops, and that it will form such 
an integral part of the life of the child and 
man that it will find expression in noble 
thoughts, words, and deeds, then, and then 
only, have we achieved the truest success in 
the teaching of poetry. 
There are many ways, besides the writing 
of it, in which poetry may be made a real ex- 
perience for the child. The teacher is per- 
haps the best judge of the method to be em- 
ployed in her classroom, for she can see 
whether or not, and when, the children re- 
spond with true emotion to a poem filled with 
a meaning which should strike a responsive 
chord in their beings. But the wide-awake 
teacher of poetry will make plans and devise 
means whereby the best lessons of poetry 
read may find an outlet in the everyday sit- 
uations in the schoolroom. The value of 
such experience for the child can clearly be 
seen. From the glimpses which he gets of the 
genuine and worthwhile, he will turn inevi- 
tably to a consideration and evaluation of the 
things with which he comes into immediate 
contact. Poetry then will help the child inter- 
pret his own life and make him appreciative 
of his own experiences. New enjoyment of 
poetry will come because the child sees in it 
life, and new enjoyment of life will come 
because he sees in it poetry. Any reasona- 
ble means which brings about this thorough 
appreciation would certainly seem justifiable. 
But in some way, if it is to be effectively 
taught,poetry must be made a part of the life 
of the child—it can not be, considered a 
thing apart. However far it may take him 
into the past or future, if it does not ulti- 
mately return him to the present and furnish 
some comfort or inspiration for the realities 
of his daily life, then it can not have done 
its full work. 
The teaching of literature in the high 
school has been severely criticised as not de- 
veloping in the child an abiding love for the 
best literature. We do not like to acknowl- 
edge this as a fact, but when we face it frank- 
ly, how many boys and girls who go out from 
high school to their life-work devote much 
of their leisure time to the reading of good 
literature? Certainly, we should have to 
admit, a very small percentage. Could it 
be that the cause for this is that, with the 
change in the character of the high school 
student, we have made little or no change in 
subject matter or method of teaching? When 
we compare the student of the old Latin school 
or academy, coming from a home of culture 
Where much reading and study was the rule, 
with the high school student of today, coming 
from the masses of an industrial population, 
do we not see a great need for some change? 
Is it quite fair, when so many of our boys 
and girls have their only opportunity to be- 
come acquainted with poetry in the short 
years spent in high school (for such a small 
percentage go further), that we should give 
them a chance for the study of only the older 
"cultural" literature, and nothing which 
makes them see the beauty and the poetry of 
the lives which they are now living and are 
to live? "The best thing," one writer claims, 
"that we can do for the high school student 
is to leave with him a vital interest in poetic 
things." Then, whether he goes to college 
or to work elsewhere, he will have always that 
love of the good and beautiful which will open 
his heart and mind to the "skyey" influences 
and keep him above the sordidness of life. 
In order that this end of making poetry 
a vital thing for the child may be achieved, 
these two things must always be borne in 
mind: first, it must portray the beauties of 
the child's own life, and, second, it must be 
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in a language which he can understand. The 
high school teacher then must remem- 
ber that it is the modern child that he is teach- 
ing and that what is nearest to him is modern 
life told in the language of our day. 
All poets have one object in common: to 
make us see the beauties which they find in 
life. Our poets of today are no exception to 
the rule. They have taken our life, commer- 
cial as it is and as lacking in romance as it 
may seem, and brought to us, not in archaic 
phrases, but in the language that we know 
best, all that is worthwhile and good in it. 
They have obtained, as all poets do, their 
inspiration from the great and the small in 
life, and there is hardly any part of our com- 
plicated existence of which our poets have 
not shown us the beauty. Pessimistic critics 
stand by and say there is no art in our modern 
poetry. But he who is observant has long 
since realized that "meter and rhyme are but 
the accompaniments of poetry" and that the 
real poetry—the real art—is the expression 
of the deep-felt emotions which stir the heart 
of man. Amy Lowell says that "Art, true 
art, is the desire of a man to express himself, 
to record the reactions of his personality to 
the world he lives in. Great emotion always 
tends to become rhythmic, and out of that 
tendency the forms of art have evolved. Art 
becomes artificial only when the form takes 
precedence over the emotion." Our modern 
poets are seeking to bring home to us the 
poetry of our everyday existence by produc- 
ing spontaneous and sincere verses not so far 
removed from the language we are accus- 
tomed to hearing. They are trying to bridge 
the ever-widening chasm between poetry and 
life by the establishment of a fresh relation 
between the two. 
So great has been the revival in interest 
in poetry with the coming of the present age 
that it has been said that we are passing 
through a renaissance of poetry. Certainly 
we know that there is more poetry being 
written by more people on more different sub- 
jects than there has been for many years. Per- 
haps we think we see a great change in poetry, 
but, after all, is it so essentially different? 
Is there not behind it all the same feeling 
which has always prompted the gifted man 
to sing? Does it not still portray the best in 
life? Should the fact that it is given to us 
in new form be cause for alarm? It may 
be necessary that generations place their seal 
of approval upon the work of a mlaster before 
he be acknowledged as such, but most assured- 
ly there is much being written now that will 
bring out the noble things that lie within us. 
So we make the plea for a "whole-hearted 
bringing" of poetry to young people. 
In Canton, Massachusetts, there is pub- 
lished five times yearly, under the auspices of 
the American School and Poetry Association, 
the little magazine of verse for young people 
already mentioned, The Gleam. This mag- 
azine was established, as its editor says, be- 
cause of the belief that poetry and young 
people should be brought together into as 
close a comradeship as possible. That poetry is 
published which makes a real appeal to young 
people, and the best efforts in poetry and 
poetry essays of high school students all over 
the United States are accepted for publication. 
Surely no more inspiring thing could be done 
for our young people than to give them this 
splendid medium of expression. High school 
teachers and students have shown their great 
appreciation of this magazine by making 
large orders for copies of it and by the many 
letters of commendation which the editor has 
received. "The best evidence of merit," he 
says, "is the cordial recognition it has receiv- 
ed." Surely no teacher of poetry in the high 
school should be without The Gleam. Adults 
can obtain the magazine by membership in 
the School and Poetry Association, dues one 
dollar a year; and it is available for young 
people at ten cents a copy, application being 
made to the editor through some member of 
the association. 
There are in book form many excellent 
collections of modern poetry. One that has 
been especially prepared for high school study 
is the little book, Modern Verse, by Anita 
P. Forbes, (Henry Holt and Company, New 
York). This is a collection of some of the 
choicest works of present day authors, ar- 
ranged with notes and questions on the poems 
and short sketches of the lives of the authors. 
No attempt is made to furnish details of the 
authors' lives or complete lists of their works, 
the editor believing that, with a love of poetry 
developed, the interest of the child will carry 
him on into further study and reading. 
Louis Untermeyer's collection, Modern 
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American and British Poetry (Harcourt, 
Brace and Company, New York) could be 
used in the two upper years of high school 
work, if not in the lower. 
There are perhaps other collections of 
modern poetry prepared for high school study; 
certainly there are many volumes of the best 
poems with sketches of the lives of the authors 
which the teacher could use in his work. And 
in many of our leading magazines there are 
special departments devoted to the publication 
of the best poems of the day. Both The 
Literary Digest and The Bookman offer this, 
and good use may be made of these magazines 
in the classroom. 
This is not a plea for the teaching of mod- 
ern poetry instead of the works of older poets, 
which, together with the "classics," have giv- 
en inspiration, comfort, courage, knowledge to 
millions, but only a plea that our modern 
youth have the beauty in their own lives 
brought to themi in the best language of their 
day. 
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HEATH TEACHING IN THE 
HIGH SCHOOL 
"Health education as conducted in the va- 
rious high schools of the country is as yet in 
an unorganized state," says Dorothy Hutchin- 
son in Health Education Bulletin, No. 15, 
just distributed by the U. S. Bureau of Edu- 
cation. The bulletin therefore presents a 
great many suggestions which have been col- 
lected and organized, and outlines methods 
which have proved successful and helpful in 
the presentation of the subject. 
But one of the numerous stimulating feat- 
ures of the bulletin is the following section 
dealing with equipment and devices, particu- 
larly because it includes a bibliography which 
high school teachers will find most useful. 
I. EQUIPMENT AND DEVICES 
It is as necessary for the teacher of hygiene 
to have an adequate supply of tools with which 
to work as it is for the physics teacher to have 
an adequately equipped laboratory. There- 
fore models, illustrations, diagrams, charts, 
and specimens are all part of the equipment. 
The best part of this laboratory equipment 
is that it can be made to a large extent by the 
pupils themselves. 
List of Tools 
SIGHT HEARING DOING 
Charts Lectures Health clubs 
Films Special topics Health newspaper 
Posters Debates School boards of health 
Demonstration hour, informal discussions. 
Besides the devices listed, catchy rhymes, 
the keeping of chore cards have been used suc- 
cessfully in many schools. The use of chore 
cards with foreign-born students has proved 
most effective in many cases. 
Special Drives 
In many schools the setting aside of a par- 
ticular w-eek in the year for emphasis on the 
subject of health has proved most interesting 
and helpful. 
Films 
As far as possible, visual instruction, which 
is far more important than oral instruction, 
should be made use of in the health project. 
Various health films could be shown to great 
advantage during the demonstration hours or 
during morning exercises. 
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Health Chores 
Statement of chores 
Days of week 
Sun. Mon. Tu. Wed. Th. Fr. Sat. 
1. I washed my hands before each meal today  X X X X X X X 
2. I washed not only my face but my neck and ears 
and I cleaned my finger nails to-day  X X X X X X X 
3. I tried to-day to keep fingers, pencils, and every- 
thing- that might be unclean out of my mouth and X X X X X X 
4. I drank a glass of water before each meal and be- fore going to bed, and drank no tea, coffee, or 
other injurious drinks to-day  X X X X X X X 
5. I brushed my teeth thoroughly before and after breakfast and in the evening to-day  X X X X X X X 
6. I took 10 or more slow deep breaths of fresh air 
to-day  X X X X 
7. I played outdoors or with windows open more than X X X X X X 
8. I was in bed 9 hours or more last night and kept X X X 
9. I tried to-day to sit up and stand up straight, to 
eat slowly, and to attend to toilet and each need 
of my body at Its regular time  X X X X X X X 
10. I tried to-day to keep neat and cheerful constantly 
and to be helpful to others  X X X X X X X 
11. I took a full bath on each day of the week that is X X X X 
Total number of chores done each day  10 7 9 9 10 10 10 
II. USE OF TEXTBOOKS 
No one textbook in hygiene any more than 
any other study is sufficient or complete for the 
use of students. Nor should they be permitted 
to think that one text or reference book will 
cover the field. Valuable training results from 
intelligent use of reference material and com- 
parison of textbooks. 
For each topic covered in class the instruc- 
tor should select the best references on the sub- 
ject, submit these to the class, and then sug- 
gest that they use these references to round out 
the facts discussed in class. At times it might 
be well to let the children choose their own 
references and at the next class meeting state 
why they thought the references that they had 
chosen were good. 
III. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
References for Students 
Allen. Civics and health. Boston, Glnn, 1909. 
Ayres. Health work in the public schools. New 
York, Russell Sage Foundation. 
Ayres, Williams, and Wood. Healthful schools; 
how to build, equip, and maintain them. 
New York, Houghton Mifflln Co. 
Bergy. Principles of hygiene. Philadelphia, 
Saunders, 1918. 
Bussey. Manual of personal hygiene. New 
York, Glnn & Co., 1917. 
Broadhurst Home and community hygiene. 
Philadelphia, Ivppincott, 1918. 
Chapln. Sources and modes of infection. New 
York, Wiley, 1912. 
Dresslar. School hygiene. New York, Mac- 
millan, 1913. 
Fisher and Flsk. How to live. New York, 
Funk & Wagnalls, 1917. 
Kelly. Walter Reed and yellow fever. New 
York, McClure, Phillips & Co., 1906. 
Lee. Health and disease: Their determining 
factors. Boston, Little, Brown Co., 1917. 
New world science series for high schools. New 
York, World Book Co. 
1. Ritchie: Human physiology. 
2. Hartman: Laboratory manual for use 
with "Human physiology." 
3. Ritchie; Sanitation and physiology. 
Osier. Man's redemption of man. 
Yalley-Radot. Life of Pasteur. New York, 
McClure, Phillips & Co., 1902. 
Williams, J. F. Healthful living. New York, 
Macmillan, 1919. 
  Personal hygiene applied. Philadel- 
phia, W. B. Saunders Co., 1922. 
Winslow, C-E. A. Healthy living. New York, 
Charles E. Merrill Co. 
Sex Hygiene 
(Anonymous.) Healthy, happy womanhood. 
New York, American Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation. 
Edson, Newell W. Status of sex education In 
high schools. Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Education, in cooperation with 
the U. S. Public Health Service. Bulletin 
1922, No. 14. 
Gulick. Dynamic of manhood. Associated 
Press. 
41 THE VIRGINIA TEACHER [Vol. V, No. 2 
Hall. Life problems. (For girls 14-16.) Chi- 
cago, 111., American Medical Association. 
 The doctor's daughter. (For girls 10- 
14.) Chicago, 111., American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 
Hood.For girls and mothers of girls. New York, 
Bobbs, Merrill Co. 
Smith. The three gifts of lite. New York, 
Dodd, Mead & Co. 
References for Teachers 
Bigelow. Sex education. New York, Macmil- 
lan Co. 
Gray and Spitzka. Anatomy. New York, Lea 
& Feblger, 1913. 
Howell. Textbook of physiology. New York, 
Saunders, 1914. 
Rapeer. Educational hygiene. New York, 
Scrlbner, 1915. 
Rosenau. Preventive medicine and hygiene. 
New York, Appleton, 1917. 
Turner. Hygiene: Dental and general. St. 
Louis, C. V. Mosby Co., 1920, 
Helpful Topic References. Dental Hygiene 
Turner. Hygiene: Dental and general. St. ■ Louis, C. V. Mosby Co., 1920. 
The Ear 
Reik. Safeguarding the special senses. Phil- 
adelphia, P. A. Davis Co., 1912. 
Colds and Results of Exposure to Wet and Cold 
Turner. Hygiene; Dental and general. St. 
Louis, C. Y. Mosby, Co., 1920, p. 127. 
See also Common Colds. U. S, Public Health 
Service. Supplement No. 30. 
Circulatory System 
Gray and Spitzka. Anatomy. New York. 
Lea & Febiger, 1913, p. 547. 
Posture 
Bancroft. The posture of school children. New 
York, Macmillan Co. 1914. 
Potential Energy in Food. 
Bergey. Principles of Hygiene. Philadelphia. 
Sanders, 1918. 
Nutrition 
Cannon. Bodily changes in pain, hunger, fear 
and rage. New York, Appleton & Co., 1915. 
Rose. Feeding the family. New York, Mac- 
millan Co., 1920. 
Sherman. Chemistry of food and nutrition. 
New York, Macmillan Co., 1920. 
Federal Health Administration. 
Broadhurst. Home and community hygiene. 
Philadelphia, Lippincott, 1918. 
Hemenway. Legal principles of public health 
administration, 1914. 
Milk 
Commission on Milk Standards. New York 
Milk Committee. Reports. 
MacNutt. The modern milk problem. New 
York, Macmillan Co., 1917. 
U. S. Public Health Service. Safe milk for 
the small town. Reprint No. 497. 
Air 
Carpenter. Heating and ventilation of build- 
ings, New York, Wiley, 1915. 
New York State Ventilation Commission, New 
York City. Publications. 
THE TEACHER'S RESOLUTION 
I am resolved to like the communi- 
ty in which my lot may be cast; to be a 
part of the civic and social life of the 
people; to be free from local, political 
and other antagonisms; to meet the par- 
ents and the patrons openly and frankly; 
to teach care of and respect for books; 
to impress the value of time and of cor- 
rect study habits; to stress body as well 
as mind development; to give and take 
in my dealings with my fellow teach- 
ers; to live free from professional jeal- 
ousy; to be too large to be self import- 
ant, or an autocrat, or a martinet; to 
base school management on sound prin- 
ciples, not on policy, and to be firm and 
constant therein; to prepare myself ade- 
quately, on the whole, and from day to 
day, to the end of solid service; to cher- 
ish good books and to seek the compan- 
ionship of thoughtful men and women; 
to be alive as long as I live; to have 
faith in children, in God, and in my- 
self; to teach from the great book of 
life as well as from school hooks; to 
be a helper and a leader if possible, with- 
out, as well as within, the school room ; 
to touch the lives of my pupils and to 
have no favorites; to talk about things 
and not about people; to think and talk 
ideas, not gossip; to be open-minded in 
argument, liberal in judgment, and just 
in criticism; to have worthy ideals in 
culture and in conduct, and to live up 
to them; to have a larger purpose in 
teaching than merely to teach for mon- 
ey, or as a makeshift to something bet- 
ter, for to discover, to develop, and to 
set free the soul's latent powers is the 
greatest work of all; so help me God to 
take this resolution to heart and thus 
be worthy of my calling. 
John Meissner. 
All rights reserved 
Those wishing copies of the above resolu- 
tion, attractively printed, may obtain them by 
writing the author, Superintendent John 
Meissner, Willow City, North Dakota. 
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OUR CZECHOSLOVAKIAN 
NEIGHBORS 
TO VIRGINIA, the oldest state in the 
Union, have come new citizens, from 
what is now the Czechoslovak Republic, bring- 
ing with them the customs and characteris- 
tics of their old home and at the same time ad- 
ding new life and strength to the industrial 
and agricultural enterprises of this state. 
The Czechoslovak Republic, compr'sing 
the old provinces of Bohemia, Moravia, Sile- 
sia, Slovakia, and the autonomous territory 
of Carpathian Russia, has an area of 54,000 
square miles, and a total population of 13,- 
595,816, of which 3,000,000 are Germans. 
The other inhabitants are Zechs and Slovaks, 
two branches of the western Slavs, from 
whom the Republic derives its name. This 
Republic declared its independence October 
28, 1918, after being under Austro-Hunga- 
rian rule for three centuries. Bohemia, Mo- 
ravia, and Silesia formed one of the powerful 
states of Europe before the days of the Haps- 
burgs, but under the misrule of the Haps- 
burgs they lost much of their former national 
strength and life.1 
Mr. Thomas Capek in his interesting 
book, The Cechs in America, tells of the lead- 
ers who were put to death, or who escaped 
from their country, or who in order to remain 
5n their native land, lost their identity. This 
oppression caused all the Slavs of the Austro- 
Hungarian Kingdoms to be reduced to the 
state of peasantry. 
Some of the followers of John Huss came 
to Virginia in the seventeenth century and set- 
tled in Northampton, Lancaster, and North- 
umberland Counties. These Protestant ex- 
iles were leaders of Bohemia and members 
of the nobility. They did not formi com- 
munities, but came as bona fide settlers. "In 
the eighteenth century the Protestant faith, 
still smoldering though smothered,'' caused the 
immigration of the Czechs to Pennsylvania 
and the Moravians to Georgia and Pennsyl- 
vania. But in time these merged with the 
Teutonic settlers and lost their native char- 
acteristics.2 
IE ducat ion in Czecho.Slopalcia, by Teresa 
Bach. 
2Cechs in America, by Thomas Capek. 
The real exit of the Czecho-Slovakians 
from Austria-Hungary dates from the mid- 
dle of_ the nineteenth century. For centuries 
the conquerors or overlords of Austria had 
oppressed these people until, as Steiner says 
in his On the Trail of the Immigrant, "Under 
Austrian rule Bohemia became impoverished 
physically, mentally, and spiritually; and af- 
ter misgovernment of church and state had 
done its worst the flood tide of immigration 
set in anew towards this country.'' 
There had been a gradual awakening to 
the possibilities of emigration to the 
land of political freedom and social equality, 
but only a great crisis like the blighting 
droughts in these provinces of Austria-Hun- 
gary could have forced these people to risk 
their lives in crossing the border of Austria 
that they might save themselves from the low- 
est depths of poverty.3 
The Cechs, being the most progressive, did 
not hesitate, once their minds were made up, 
to seek in a new land freedom from army ser- 
vice, taxation, and decline in status. The Slo- 
vakians, inspired by the success of the Bohe- 
mians, followed their example thirty years 
later.4 
Most of the Czecho-Slovakians came to 
New York, Pennsylvania and Middle West. 
They worked under the most trying circum- 
stances in the mines, lumber camps, and other 
unattractive industries in order to buy land, 
because they are by nature agriculturalists. 
Very few printed accounts of the Czecho- 
Slovakians in Virginia are available, but the 
writer has been fortunate in securing the as- 
sistance of Mr. Daniel Slabey, son of Rev. 
Andrew Slabey, of Richmond, Virginia. Mr. 
Slabey is a student at the University of Rich- 
mond, and has spent a great deal of his time 
studying his people and collecting data about 
them in this state. The Czecho-Slovakian 
Legation in Washington considers him the 
best source of information in Virginia regard- 
ing the Slavs. 
Mr. Daniel Slabey writes that the first 
colonies, started in Virginia thirty-five years 
ago, were influenced by Reverend Mr. Jelinik, 
a Congregationalist minister, who became ac- 
SOwr Slavic Fellow Citizen, Emily Greene 
Balch. 
iCeclis in America, Thomas Capek. 
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quainted with a real estate agent from Rich- 
mond, Virginia. By this agent Reverend Mr. 
Jelinik was interested in the farms of Prince 
George and other counties. He was favorably 
impressed with the climate and farms. Re- 
turning to Western Pennsylvania, he in- 
duced some of his congregation to buy some 
of this land. Two or three who were success- 
ful wrote to their friends, in mining towns 
and industrial points in Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Texas, Michigan, Illinois, New York, and 
New Jersey, about their prosperity. A num- 
ber even came direct from Czechoslovakia. 
Gradually the number swelled until there 
was need for a pastor, and Rev. Mr. Jel- 
inik came to live in Prince George County. 
At present the distribution may best be 
shown by a tabulation made from Mr. Slabey's 
outline: 
Counties Date Pop. 
Amelia  1888 
Brunswick  1888 
Chesterfield  1888 
Dinwiddie  1888 
Greenville  1888 
Nottoway  1888 
trince George  1888 
Surrey  1888 
Sussex  1888 
Total for Southside counties | 5,000 
Henrico   1909 1,000 
New Kent  1910 500 
1908 
Caroline  or 1909 800 
King William and King 
and Queen  1907 600 
Total for all Counties | 7,900 
Norfolk, like most coast towns, has a rath- 
er large number of Czechoslovakians among 
its floating population, while the old conser- 
vative town of Richmond has fewer of these 
people than the small town of Hopewell, 
Virginia. The mining sections of the state 
seem to attract some of the newer immigrants, 
especially those who need money.5 
Colonel LeRoy Hodges in his Slavs on 
Southern Farms states that these people ac- 
customed to small acreage and intensive agri- 
culture at home have made valuable producing 
farms out of what the native Virginians had 
abandoned. They are filling a great need in 
the South by furnishing farmers to the other- 
wise deserted farm lands. The South has 
5Mr. Daniel Slabey. 
been unable to develop fully because it lack- 
ed man power. These thrifty and hard work- 
ing Czechoslovaks are supplying admirably this 
need of efficient skilled and unskilled labor- 
ers.6 
These early settlers had many difficulties 
to meet. They came with little money, with 
few friends, and had to combat the "mind- 
set" of the native inhabitants. They did not 
then enjoy such credit, confidence, and good 
will of their neighbors, as they have today. 
But they were accustomed to adverse circum- 
stances and set to work to prove themselves 
worthy of respect. How well they have suc- 
ceeded is shown by the attitude of their 
neighbors, who now consider them a valuable 
asset in any locality.6 
Bohemian literature has given the world 
a better knowledge6 of the Cechs than of 
any other branch of the Slav race. It may be 
for this reason they are regarded as the most 
progressive and most desirable branch of the 
Czechoslovakian nationality. Or it may be 
that they retained much of their culture under 
Austrian rule, while the Slovaks were entire- 
ly submissive to the Hungarian authorities. 
This may have been because the Slovaks were 
a more peace-loving people than the Bohemians 
or were more dominated by their conquerors.7 
This is not true, however, of Virginia. 
Here there are forty percent Cechs and 
sixty percent Slovaks. They make equally 
good citizens and hold the same degree of 
respect in their home counties. Both are 
rapidly becoming Americanized, as is demon- 
onstrated by the fact that over one-half of 
the men of voting age are naturalized and 
nearly all of the other half hold first papers.8 
A large per cent (65 or 75 per cent) of the 
adults speak English and the children rarely 
know the native tongue of their parents. 
Illiteracy among the Bohemians has always 
been very low. Of all the immigrants from the 
old Dual Empire they have the lowest per cent 
of illiteracy and the highest percent of skilled 
labor. 9 The Slovaks rank next to them in 
illiteracy, but even at that are far below the 
$8lavs on Southern Farms, LeRoy Hodges. 
"Slavs on Southern Farms, LeRoy Hodges. 
SSlavs on Southern Farms, LeRoy Hodges, 
'iCechs in America, Thomas Gapek. 
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Cechs. The difference in literacy may be due 
to the reasons given above10. In Virginia 
they are equally interested in education. 
Desire for education has been in the hearts 
of these people since the days of their great 
educator, Comenius. As soon as their inde- 
pendence was gained they established schools 
in different provinces of Czechslovakia. They 
made the principal language of the school the 
one spoken by the group in which the school 
was placed.11 
Mr. Slabey tells of the many times he has 
heard parents say to their children "Go, my 
children; I have never had the opportunity 
over the sea.'' The children desire to become 
like their American playmates, and to do this 
they must know their language. Compulsory 
education laws are not winked at by these 
people. Seventy-five or eighty per cent of the 
Slavish children between the ages of six and 
fourteen attend school, while among the na- 
tive whites only seventy-three per cent are in 
school. In school work these Slavish children 
show a marked tendency to advance.12 
A young woman of Prince George County 
has described the Disputanta High School as 
being very typical of the schools found in the 
Czechoslovakian communities. It is a regu- 
lar county school supervised by the state of 
Virginia, and attended by all white children 
of that community whether Czechoslovakians 
or natives. The only difference between this 
school and all other county schools of its type 
is the emphasis placed on music. Here a spe- 
cial teacher is employed to give class instruc- 
tion in music, and to give private lessons to 
pupils during vacant periods. 
Glendale Junior High School in Henrico 
County is the direct outgrowth of the efforts 
of two sons of a Czechoslovakian Baptist 
minister. These young men saw the needs of 
the community and succeeeded in interesting 
the people thereabout in inducing the school 
board to erect and establish this high school. 
Though deeply interested in elementary edu- 
cation, they do not consider secondary educa- 
tion desirable unless the student is to be a min- 
10O«r Slavic Fellow Citizen, Emily Greene 
Balch. 
llEducation in Czechoslovakia, Versa Bach. 
i2Slavs on Southern Farms, LeRoy Hodges. 
ister, priest,, or doctor. It is the exception, 
not the rule, for a boy or girl to go to col- 
lege. 13 
There are no schools in Virginia where the 
Czechoslovakian languages are taught. If 
the younger generation is to gain a knowledge 
of the Slav languages it must be taught them 
by their parents, or in the churches and Sun- 
day schools. In this way the church serves 
as a school as well as a place of worship, but 
other interests do not interfere wit If their 
worship, because they are deeply religious.13 
The following table will give the churches 
according to locality and denomination: 
County Denomination No. 
Prince George Congregational 2 
Prince George Roman Catholic 1 
Prince George Baptist 1 
Greenville Lutheran 1 
Henrico Baptist 1 
Henrico Church of Nazarine 1 
King William Roman Catholic 1 
Caroline Roman Catholic 1 
Driving through their counties one will 
find an occasional neat frame church (there 
is only one brick church in the state owned 
by the Czechoslovakians) with Czechoslov- 
akian words above the door, to indicate the 
denomination worshipping in the building. 
The land on which most of these churches 
stand has been given by members of the con- 
gregation. 
The vehicles around the churches are the 
same as will be found in almost any progress- 
ive rural district, mostly automobiles.14 
Though a few remain true to the Catholic 
faith, there are others skeptical of any church, 
because they think of the name church as the 
Austro-Hungarian Catholic Church, which 
meant unbearable oppression to them. This 
small group has been instrumental in build- 
ing the two Free Thinkers Halls in this state. 
They are not used in connection with religion 
now, but simply as meeting places.14 
The greatest ties which have held the 
Czechoslovakians together through many 
hardships have been their fraternities. Among 
the ones listed below is the famous C. S. P. 
S. (Bohemian Slavonic Benevolent Society), 
i3Mr. Daniel Slabey. 
l-tMr. Daniel Slabey. 
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the oldest and most renowned Czechoslovak- 
ian fraternity in the United States.15 
This table is taken from Mr. Slabey's ac- 
count of their fraternities in Virginia, 




National Slavonia Society 
Slovak League 
Slovak League 







These fraternities aid the newcomers, keep 
all of them in touch with the homeland, and 
besides serve a purpose very much like our 
Young Men's Christian Association.18 
The men have a constant contact with 
other men of the state through business, while 
the women barred by language and customs, 
see very little of their American neighbors 
except at school exercises, and when they take 
the farm produce to market. In their old 
homes, influenced by the example of their 
'conquerors, the men did not highly 
esteem their women, who lived rather un- 
eventful lives, taking small part in anything 
but field and housework. The attitude of 
the men towards Women is shown in their old 
proverb, "The man is the head, the woman 
is grass."17 
The older women concern themselves large- 
ly with their homes and their children, but the 
younger women are catching the spirit of 
world democracy and are becoming interested 
in social and political questions.18 
The endurance of these women surprises 
the native women. Mr. Slabey says, "The 
women are very industrious, and during 
planting and harvesting of the crops are al- 
most always in the field working with the men 
in addition to preparing the meals and doing 
the other household duties." He adds that 
the husband usually consults his wife upon im- 
portant matters, even if he does not always 
act on her advice, and there is more or less 
of a social equality between the two at home. 
ISOechs in America, Thomas Capek. 
iSCeofis in America, Thomas Capek. 
I70n the Trail of the Immigrant, by Edward 
Steiner. 
l8Mr. Daniel Slabey. 
The women belong to the societies or fra- 
ternities listed in this article, but do not take 
an active part in them. 
Few books are found in the homes be- 
cause of the limited number of books published 
in America in the Czechoslovakian languages. 
They usually subscribe to one Czechoslova- 
kian newspaper, wihich is only read by the 
older people, as the children very often are 
not interested in things so far removed from 
their daily lives.19 
Their leisure time is spent visiting one an- 
other. They are very hospitable in their 
homes and use every means to entertain visi- 
tors. The visiting family is expected to re- 
main for dinner or supper, as the case may be. 
The men are accustomed to show the guests 
their land and stock, while the women interest 
themselves in the garden, poultry, and ar- 
rangements of the household.80 
Not to speak of the Czechoslovakian pa- 
triotism is to miss the keynote of their nature. 
By showing their love for their country across 
the sea, do they not prove they will learn as 
the years go by, to regard this country with 
equal fervor and be as loyal to Virginia as to 
Bohemia or Slovakia? 
Sue Raine. 
"PATHWAYS TO HEALTH" 
Parents and teachers are begjinmng to 
realize the importance of attending to health 
needs of children before they are old enough 
to go to school. They are learning that if the 
foundations of physical and mental health are 
laid during the pre-school periodj much 
of the remedial work that now constitutes the 
major part of school health work in many lo- 
calities will be unnecessary, says the United 
States Bureau of Education, announcing 
a reading course for parents, entitled "Path- 
ways to Health." This course suggests 
about forty recent books covering a few of 
the fundamentals of child health in a form 
easily understood. Among the topics treat- 
ed are: How to judge the child's physical 
condition, the school lunch, the pre-school 
child, sex and health, and community respon- 
sibility. Applications for this course should 
be addressed to the United States Bureau 
of Education, Washington, D. C. 
19Mr. Dannel Slabey. 
20Mr. Daniel Slabey. 
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WHAT EDUCATORS THINK 
OF AMERICAN COL- 
LEGE GIRLS 
Dr. Charles J. Smith, President of Roa- 
noke College, Salem, Virginia, in a speech be- 
fore the eleventh annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Educational Conference in 
New York City, directed his remarks at the 
social life of modern young women. Remarks 
attributed to Dr. Smith he later denied, saying 
he had not claimed American college girls 
were given to cigarette smoking, drinking and 
other bad habits, but that he had referred to 
"a new type of American woman which has 
been produced by the present social order." 
Such was the interest, nevertheless, aroused 
over Dr. Smith's remarks that a number of 
prominent educators Were interviewed with 
regard to existing conditions in leading insti- 
tutions. Interviews with officers of Vas- 
sar College, Barnard College, Mt. Holyoke 
College, Radcliffe College, and Hunter Col- 
lege were sought by a representative of the 
New York Times; and their comments on the 
character of the young women in their insti- 
tutions is presented as of more than passing in- 
terest : 
"Distrust of Youth Ridiculous" 
According to President Henry Noble Mac- 
Cracken of Vassar College the present pro- 
found distrust of youth is ridiculous. 
"What we all need is to be infected with 
youth," said this guardian of eleven hundred 
and some odd undergraduates. "Then we 
will understand better what youth is driving 
at and youth will have more tolerance for 
what we think and say." 
Through the four big windows of the 
President's office in Vassar's old main build- 
ing, one caught glimpses of that much dis- 
cussed "youth" swinging along with uncover- 
ed head and book-laden arms. It walked 
alone and it walked in groups. Sometimes it 
stopped to exchange greetings and sometimes 
those greetings were tossed in passing with a 
wave of the arm and a backward smile. Small 
chance apparently not to be infected with 
youth if one stayed long at that old farm of 
Matthew Vassar's at Poughkeepsie on the 
Hudson River. 
"Youth hasn't been living in a vacuum," 
ruminated the boyish-looking President. "The 
modern girl sees all of life that she can see. 
She knows a great deal about her father and 
mother. More, perhaps, than they know 
about her. She thinks a great deal about life. 
The girls who come here are serious about 
their work. All of them are doing what they 
want to do most. They make study a major 
sport. It is the business of the instructors to 
see that students like this sport best. We can 
learn a great deal from her, and incidentally 
we learn something about her. 
What Vassar Has Learned 
"We've learned that she has a fine mind, 
that she has originality, that she can apply 
herself to scholastic work with brilliant re- 
sults. The debates between Vassar and the 
men's colleges have proved our girls can com- 
pete creditably with undergraduates of Har- 
vard, Yale and Princeton. In the last State 
medical examination a Vassar graduate stood 
third, with two Harvard men first and second. 
Our graduates have many of them taken im- 
portant positions, some as instructors in col- 
leges, others in equally responsible posts. But 
I'm boasting," smiled the man who refused to 
distrust youth and advises those who do to 
become "infected with it." 
"Faculties take themselves too seriously. 
The members are apt to be pompous, aloof, 
inaccessible. I am only an older brother to 
these students. I am not here to criticize. 
I'm here to help. And the only way to help 
is to listen to what they have to say. This 
office is always open to them. They may 
come here at any time to talk over matters 
which bother them. Just now there has been 
a request from the student body for a change 
in the curriculum. A conference has been ar- 
ranged between a Faculty committee and a 
student committee. The change will be made 
if it is found desirable. 
"During the four years a girl is with 
us we try to give her the necessary equip- 
ment for her later life outside of college. If 
there is a protest against the college environ- 
ment, she is given an opportunity to voice that 
protest. But we do not let her burn down a 
chemical laboratory. We do not give her an 
uncontrolled environment. We tell the stu- 
dents what control is needed in a laboratory; 
that if certain precautions are not observed, 
definite disaster follows. Then we say, 'Go 
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ahead and learn chemistry.' It is our duty 
to point out the dangers of the environment 
in which the girl works and lives. Fire laws 
must be obeyed or there is a conflagration. 
Other laws must be obeyed or there is apt to 
be a catastrophe. 
Stop Criticizing, Says MacCracken 
"Psychology has been showing us the way 
to solve many diffifculties. Within the last 
ten years, it has given us a much better un- 
derstanding of things we formerly knew little 
about. Not only are we learning more about 
the study capacity of the student, but more 
about her physical and mental state. There 
is no use blaming any one when he is sick. 
And certainly some people are sick. Take the 
young girl who committed suicide the other 
day in New York because she was taller than 
the rest of the class. That girl was sick. She 
should not be blamed for what she did. Those 
are things to be guarded against. In most 
cases they can be prevented. That is the re- 
sponsibility of the modern school. Statistics 
show, I think, that 80 percent of the human 
race are honest; the other 20 percent are vic- 
tims of social heredity and bad environment. 
"The purpose of a college is to catch up 
with one's own past, including one's self. By 
this I mean the history of the human race 
from the beginning and its relation to the 
present. The process of adudation is the 
process of taking advantage of a controlled 
environment. During the time students are 
here they are catching up with their environ- 
ment. They discover this environment for 
themselves, and they develop a power of se- 
lection. 
"Let's get down to our jobs. Let's stop 
criticizing the modern girl. I think one of 
our teachers hit the nail on the head the other 
day when she said that the conduct of the ob- 
served was apt to be reflected by the mind of 
the observer." 
Dr. MacCracken's only comment on the 
recent discussion of specific habits of a harm- 
ful nature attributed to college girls was that 
Vassar had declined last year to join a com- 
mittee of college representatives investigating 
this matter, as there was no evidence to war- 
rant such action. 
More Self-Reliant Than of Old 
Dean Virginia Gildersleeve of Barnard 
College remarks that: "It is true that a good 
many of the younger generation do foolish 
things at times, but so have they always done 
in the past. For the young women of the 
present I have great respect. They seem to 
me on the whole an admirable lot. Harmful 
and offensive habits are, I believe, much less 
prevalent in college than among girls of the 
same age outside college walls. They are not 
causing us particular anxiety at Barnard." 
Miss M. E. Wooley, President of Mount 
Holyoke College, does not concede that as a 
group undergraduates are either superficial or 
conspicuous. 
"I am not at all sure that the college girl 
of today is to be criticized more than the col- 
lege girl of yesterday," she says. "Notwith- 
standing the fact that her sport clothes would 
have seemed remarkable ten years ago and her 
manners somewhat frank and outspoken, I 
find her just as responsive and earnest, per- 
haps more self-reliant and independent. The 
colleges naturally are affected by the tone of 
society outside, and in the large college groups 
throughout the country there are doubtless 
small elements of the superficial and con- 
spicuous. I doubt whether in any group of 
young women it is possible to find so much 
real earnestness of purpose and high idealism 
as in the undergraduates in our colleges." 
Another Dean of a woman's college, Miss 
Ada L. Comstock, President of Radcliffe, 
mentions restlessness alone as a possible dan- 
ger to the steady development of the modern 
college girl She is on the whole, according 
to Dean Comstock, more intelligent than her 
mother. 
"There is, I believe, only one safe general- 
ization to make about the college girl of to- 
day. This is, that she is more numerous than 
ever before and she represents a greater va- 
riety of homes. Consequently, she probably 
reflects American life more truly than in ear- 
lier days when she came from the exceptional 
home." 
As Seen at Hunter College 
The statement of President George S. 
Davis, of Hunter College, is of particular in- 
terest, coming as it does from the head of a 
school whose students are not under his juris- 
diction after a day's classes are over. Hunter 
College is not a boarding school. 
"In view of the fact that Dr. Smith of 
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Roanoke College did not say the things at- 
tributed to him concerning college girls of to- 
day, it seems to me improper and impertinent 
to discuss the matter in relation to him. He 
has been very unfortunate in having been the 
unintentional occasion of statements in the 
press derogative of collegei girls, when his 
strictures of feminine conduct were intended 
to call public attention to certain social im- 
proprieties among young women in general; 
improprieties which are alleged to be com- 
mitted by some of them irrespective of their 
connection with educational institutions. From 
this point of view I believe that the warning 
given by Dr. Smith is not without some jus- 
tification. 
"Personally, I do not consider that there 
is any such person as 'the modern college girl,' 
The expression implies a type, whereas the 
girls who go to college are infinite in their 
variety. They cannot be standardized and 
labeled in that way and then be subjected to 
adverse criticisms as a whole because of al- 
leged vagaries in conduct on the part of a 
very limited number of individuals. 
"At Hunter we have never seen any indi- 
cations of the particular offenses properly con- 
demned by Dr. Smith, and I can assure the 
public that they have not been committed by 
our students while under our jurisdiction. Af- 
ter our students leave for the day they are 
absorbed into the life of the city and behave, 
as far as I know, after the manner of other 
girls, but with such self-restraint as their ideals 
as college girls and their own breeding may 
impose. 
"Hunter girls, as classes and societies, have 
had many social functions, such as dances, dra- 
matics, etc., in the various hotels and theatres 
of the city, and we have never had an in- 
stance of such offenses as pointed out. I do 
not wish to imply that Hunter girls are en- 
tirely without imperfection,) but only that 
while under the college jurisdiction or pa- 
tronage they naturally respect the ideals which 
they themselves have set up. I also believe 
they respect them at other times, but what 
they do elsewhere and at other times is a mat- 
ter for their parents, none of whom have ev- 
er complained that their daughters gave them 
trouble in the ways criticized. 
"I have found, in these later days, that 
when girls enter college a great change takes 
place in their attitude toward things. In the 
first place, there is an increase in dignity from 
the very fact that they are in college. They 
are thrown more upon their own resources 
than formerly, and in consequence they de- 
velop a greater sense of responsibility. Their 
interests become much wider and they obtain 
a most intelligent understanding of social, 
political and, to some extent, economic condi- 
tions. They form opinions and are able to 
defend them. 
"Comparing, as you suggest, college girls 
of today with college girls of yesterday, I 
should say that some of them are better and 
some of them are worse; but taking them for 
better or worse, I have found the young college 
women of the present day quite efficient, very 
reasonable, and altogether delightful persons 
to work with and for." 
INSTITUTIONS FOR THE BLIND 
Statistics of sixty-four schools for the 
blind in 1922, with an enrollment of 4.,947 
pupils, are reported by the Bureau of Edu- 
cation of the Department of the Interior in 
a bulletin just issued. Nine other schools 
are listed in earlier reports, with 655 pupils, 
making in all 73 schools for the blind in the 
United States with a total enrollment of 
5,602. 
Forty-eight of these institutions are State 
schools, and 13 of the State schools are for 
both blind and deaf. One public institution 
is in Porto Rico; 16 are parts of city school 
systems, and eight are private institutions. 
These schools report libraries containing 
140,905 books with raised type, and 61,785 
printed books. Three institutions say they 
have no libraries, and four others failed to 
report on this feature. 
The bulletin states that the receipts of 
60 schools reporting on the subject from 
state, county, or city, from private benfac- 
tions endowment funds and other sources, 
were $3,414,973. The expenditures of the 
58 schools which reported on this subject 
amounted to $2,664,999 for the fiscal year. 
These expenditures were for buildings and 
lasting improvements, teachers, salaries, 
books, and other current expenses. Fifty-six 
schools reported property valued at $5,909,- 
768. 
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EDUCATIONAL COMMENT 
EDUCATIONAL COSTS IN TWELVE 
LARGEST CITIES 
The country's twelve largest cities spent 
$286,133,000 for educational purposes other 
than for libraries in 1922. A Census Bureau 
statement, just issued, shows that New York 
City spent almost 38 per cent, of the total in 
1922, and that in 1917, the twelve spent 
$112,178,000, making the increase in their 
total educational expenditures 155 per cent. 
The average of their expenditures per capita 
increased from $7.51 in 1917 to $17.03 in 1922 
The total expenditures for educational 
purposes, which include teachers' salaries and 
other expenses for the operation and mainte- 
nance of schools, and for permanent improve- 
ments for schools, in the various cities were: 
New York, $107,204,000; Chicago, $39," 
001,000; Philadelphia, $22,797,000; Detroit, 
$25,349,000; Cleveland, $17,795,000; St. 
Louis, $8,743,000; Boston, $14,945,000; Bal- 
timore, $8,132,000; Los Angeles, $16,141,000; 
Pittsburgh, $10,983,000; San Francisco, $6,- 
140,000; and Buffalo, $8,903,000. 
Boston spent the most per capita for 
maintenance and operation with $16.18, while 
New York had the next highest per capita 
expenditures for that purpose. Detroit had 
the highest per capita expenditure for other 
outlays such as permanent improvements with 
$12.76, while Los Angeles has second largest 
expenditure for that purpose with $11.31- 
Los Angeles had the largest per capita ex- 
penditures for all educational purposes with 
$25.94. Detroit wa ssecond with $25.51, and 
Cleveland third with $20.82 Expenditures 
in other cities were: Boston, $19.54; New 
York, $18.38; Pittsburgh, $18.07: Buffalo, 
$16.99; Chicago, $13.77; Philadelphia, $11.98 
San Francisco, $11.69; St. Louis, $11.09, and 
Baltimore, $10.67. 
VIRGINIA'S "DELANO" NURSE 
A "Delano Nurse", the first to be appoint- 
ed in Virginia, has been assigned to Buchanan 
County by the Red Cross to carry a message 
of better health to the people in this isolated 
mountainous area in the southwest corner of 
the State. 
Buchanan County in which there are prac- 
tically no Negroes, or foreigners has 15,000 
population, Americans for the past four or five 
generations, who live in small settlements 
widely scattered over the mountains. There 
is not a mile of surfaced road in the county, 
most of the so-called roads being merely moun- 
tain trails. Travel is done by horseback. It 
has the highest birth rate of any county in 
the State. And it also has the highest death 
rate, just twice the average of the rest of 
the state. The wanton waste of life there is 
appalling to people who are familiar with the 
ordinary principles of health. 
Miss Mary Emily Thornhill, Virginia's 
nurse, is the fourth "Delano Nurse" in the 
whole United States, to be appointed by the 
Red Cross. These nurses are selected from 
the organization's Nursing Service because of 
proven unusual ability to handle unfamiliar 
situations coupled with ability to impart 
knowledge to others—a rare characteristic. 
The Delano nurses are the living memorial 
to the work of Miss Jane A. Delano, the first 
Director of Nursing Service of the American 
Red Cross. During the war she organized 
and directed more than 20,000 Red Cross 
nurses who carried on their work overseas. 
In addition there were thousands more in 
the camps here in the United States. An army 
corps commanded by a major general number- 
ed about 37,000 men. Miss Delano directed 
that many nurses. 
The strain of saving thousands of lives 
and giving care and attention to our wounded 
sapped her strength and cost her own life. 
She died in France early in 1919 a martyr 
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to the war as truly as any soldier. She is 
buried in Arlington among those who fought 
the fight with her and paid for it with life. 
In her will she stated that the income from 
a ,fund be used to pay for nurses to be sent to 
places isolated from the rest of the world who 
could carry the teachings of health and hy- 
giene to those sections seldom reached by doc- 
tors. 
The other three Delano nurses are located 
in Alaska, on the Coast of Maine, and at 
Highlands, North Carolina, where, in com- 
munities shut off from the world, they are 
doing yeoman's service in spreading the gospel 
of better health. 
Miss Thornhill is exceptionally fitted for 
her hard task in this sparsely settled county. 
She is a graduate of the Children's Hospital 
in Washington, D. C. She served as a nurse 
during the War at Camp Sheridan. After 
the War she went to Richmond, Va., where 
she took further training in Public Health 
Nursing With the Instructing'Visiting Nurses 
Association. 
On completing this work she went to Al- 
exandria, Va., where she soon saw the need 
of some way to assist the crippled children 
whom she found there in the course of her 
daily work. Funds to aid this work which 
necessitated taking the children to Richmond 
for hospital treatment, were provided largely 
by the Elks and' other organizations in Alex- 
andria. As a result, there are fifty-two chil- 
dren walking and playing today who would 
be unable to get around without the aid of 
crutches had it not been for Miss Thornhill s 
knowledge and her ability to put the project 
over. . . . _ , 
There are only two physicians in Buchan- 
an County in general practice, and two more 
physicians associated with the lumber com- 
panies (only four in all). There are no 
nurses at all, so that the new Delano nurse 
will fill a long felt need. 
Miss Thornhill reports that the people 
are already meeting her more than half way 
in their eagerness to learn how to improve 
their living conditions. The lack of someone 
to teach has been the cause of most of their 
Idifficulties and While one nurse cannot attend 
to everything, she can and will accomplish a 
"modern miracle'' by assisting to educate the 
people who want knowledge of hygiene and 
sanitation.—The American National Red 
Cross. 
CROWDED OUT! 
Collier's, the National Weekly, made a 
study recently of the number of desks avail- 
able for use in schools of more than three 
hundred cities of the United States and com- 
pared the figures with the school population 
of the same cities. The investigation reveal- 
ed an amazing shortage of accommodations for 
city children. For instance, Birmingham ap- 
pears first on the list with 44,000 pupils and 
34,500 school desks—a shortage of 9.500- At- 
lanta needs 8,000 desks. Winston'Salem, N. 
C., 1,000; Nashville, 6,000; San Antonio, 5r 
800; Norfolk, 2,080; Los Angeles lacks 27,- 
767 of having a supply, Chicago shows a short- 
age of 46,800; and New York must provide 
80,965 to meet the demand. A similar re- 
port came from practically all the three hun- 
dred cities. 
This shortage in seating accommodations 
means part-time instruction or some kind of 
forced and unnatural grouping of many thous- 
ands of children. It means that these chil- 
dren will not get their full rights to an edu- 
cation until the condition can be remedied; 
and the surprising part is that the unfavorable 
condition exists in the most enlightened com" 
munities of the nation. The lay reader, the 
person who has never studied education, can 
readily see that if great centers find it so 
difficult to keep pace with educational growth, 
then rural boys and girls must be suffering 
indeed, for their communities are slowest to 
provide modern accommodations.—Alabama 
School Journal. 
SMOTHERED IN MEDIOCRITY 
"There is a widespread feeling abroad in 
this country that too many students are now 
going to college, who cannot, or do not, profit 
greatly by the experience, while their presence 
puts upon the colleges a heavy and unjustifi- 
able burden." 
This statement by President James R. An- 
gell of Yale University is said to foreshadow 
an announcement that Yale will limit its total 
enrollment in order not to be "smothered in 
mediocrity." 
"A mere limitation of numbers," says 
President Angell, "is no corrective for the dif- 
ficulty. Improvement in the methods of se- 
lection offers the only intelligent means of 
excluding the unfit, and this we hope to be 
able to accomplish." 
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textbooks in schools 
In the brief epitome of the proceedings in 
the House of Delegates, published in the col- 
umns of The Times-Dispatch on Saturday, 
appeared this: 
By Graves—To provide that after 
the State Board of Education has se- 
lected a standard textbook, it cannot 
order a change until after the textbook 
has been used ten years. 
That may be a bit drastic, in that ten 
years may be somewhat too long a period 
and in that the arbitrary inhibition against 
the withdrawal of a textbook, no matter 
how full of error it may be, is dangerous. 
On the other hand the State Board of Educa- 
tion should not adopt a textbook until it has 
ascertained that it is not materially incorrect. 
And with the principle of the bill, especially 
with its prohibition against the frequent chang- 
ing of textbooks, the whole State—with the 
possible exception of some professional educa- 
tors—is probably in accord. 
Of course, there are good textbooks and 
bad textbooks, and if the latter are grossly 
false they should be discarded. But after all, 
textbooks are only a part of the mechanism of 
imparting education. They are the mechanism: 
the life of education, the eagerness to acquire 
knowledge, the desire to understand the rea- 
son, always the reason, the impulse to study— 
all these must be imparted by the teacher. If 
education is limited to the use of textbooks, 
then teachers are of comparatively little value. 
If the teacher is as valuable as the school 
system assumes, and if the textbook is faulty 
or incomplete, the teacher corrects or com- 
pletes the textbook. With others, The Times- 
Dispatch laughs at the dear, old-fashioned 
idea that the sewing-machine is a menace be- 
cause it discourages careful hand-sewing, hem- 
stitching or whatever it is, and that the type- 
writing machine ought to be abolished be" 
cause it has ruined handwriting. But The 
Times-Dispatch does not laugh at the belief 
that the constant changing of textbooks in 
schools in the hope of finding some perfect 
book for pupils to study and for teachers to 
ask questions from leads directly to the danger 
of diminishing self-culture among teachers 
and thinking among pupils. 
As part of the mechanism of teaching and 
learning, the textbook is useful. If it is to 
be considered the principal factor in teaching 
and learning, then our public educational sys- 
tem is wrong from top to bottom.—Richrnond 
Times-Dispatch. 
FEWER, LARGER, BETTER 
Believing that a curb should be put upon 
the establishment of small high schools in 
communities too small to maintain them prop- 
erly, Virginia's State department of educa- 
tion, with the cooperation .of the United 
States Bureau of Education, is making a study 
of high schools in two counties. From the 
result of this study it is expected to develop 
a policy favoring the establishment of schools 
maintained by counties rather than by dis- 
tricts. This should bring about larger and 
better schools, in the opinion of the Virginia 
authorities. 
KINDERGARTEN CONFERENCE 
Kindergarten teachers from many coun- 
tries will discuss the relation of the kinder- 
garten to the primary grades at the annual 
meeting of the International Kindergarten 
Union to be held at Minneapolis May 5-9. 
That the kindergarten should be the first 
school grade and not a separate unit will be 
emphasized at this meeting. On the after- 
noon of May 7, the kindergarten teachers 
will have the opportunity to attend the na- 
tional conference on home education conduct- 
ed by the United States Commissioner of 
Education. 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN TENNESSEE 
Every school except five in Robertson 
County, Tenn., has a library. This is partly 
the result of a contest between the counties of 
Tennessee in which the State Department of 
Education and the State Library Depository 
jointly offered a teachers' library to the 
county having the largest number of school 
libraries. Robertson made the best record and 
won the prize. The teachers' library, which 
contains many of the latest books on educa- 
tion, has been placed in the office of the coun- 
ty superintendent. In the course of the con- 
test the various schools held entertainments 
and used the money to buy books. 
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HOW IS YOUR SIGHT ? 
According to the statistics of the Eye Sight 
Conservation Council of America nine out of 
every ten persons over twenty-one have imper- 
fect sight. At thirty-one the proportion is 
larger. Above forty it is almost impossible 
to find a man or woman with perfect sight. 
It was learned by the examination of several 
thousand school children in one of our large 
cities that sixty-six percent of them had de- 
fective vision. This condition, in the opinion 
of the Council, is to a very large extent un- 
necessary; and the economic loss alone is of 
tremendous proportions. The Council is con- 
ducting a national movement for the conser- 
vation of vision in the schools. The Council 
should have the heartiest support on the part 
of school officials. 
LITERARY EVENING INSTITUTES 
To provide for the cultural needs of men 
and women who desire to enlarge their 
knowledge, to cultivate their taste, to enrich 
their leisure, and to widen the scope of their 
interests, both public and private, the London 
County Council maintains "literary evening 
institutes" in many parts of the city. At 
these institutes discussions and group work are 
arranged in many subjects, including the ap- 
preciation of art, architecture and music, 
classical and modern literatures and languag- 
es, philosophy and psychology, history, eco- 
nomics, and social problems, science, elocu- 
tion, and vocal and orchestral music. Class- 
es in physical training are also held. Visits 
are made to art galleries, museums and other 
places of architectural and archeological in- 
terest. 
THIS IS THE HOUR 
This and no other is the hour for educa- 
tional reconstruction. Much of the future 
has a kind of mechanical inevitableness, but 
in education, far more than anywhere else, 
can a few resolute and capable souls mould 
the spirit and determine the quality of the 
world to come. 
—H. G. Wells, "The New Education." 
Chicago has spent $30,000,000 for play- 
grounds and community centers. 
CURRENT EDUCATIONAL 
PUBLICATIONS 
"THE STORY OF A SOUTHERN 
SCHOOL" 
The Story of a Southern School, by Ar- 
thur Barksdale Kinsolving. Baltimore; The 
Norman, Remington Oo. 1922. Pp. 335. 
This book is a graphic pen picture writ- 
ten by one on the inside. The author is one 
of the "old boys," who develops 'his theme 
with intimate and loving touch. He is 
evidently of those who believe that history 
is best told through biography; his story cen- 
ters in the main round the lives of the splen- 
did men who have been headmasters of the 
school and the pupils who have gone out to 
take prominent places in the state and through- 
out the nation. This fact gives the book a 
touch of personal interest to almost any reader 
in Virginia, as he is most likely to find inti- 
mate sidelights on the developing personality 
of one or more men whom he knows or knows 
of. The present reviewer, for instance, was 
much pleased to read several little sketches of 
the school life and character of a cousin who 
he knew had been killed in the Civil War, 
but of whom he knew almost nothing else. 
He had gone out from this school to take his 
place and meet his death in the ranks of the 
Southern immortals. 
The fact that the history of the school 
traces through this stormy period of the war 
gives it a peculiar interest to every Southern 
reader. The recital is gripping and poignant 
as the author tells how one after another of 
the boys of that day, the flower of South- 
ern youth, felt the fire of patriotism and heard 
the call to arms, and slipped quietly away to 
take their places among men and play the 
part of men, many to rise to posiitions of lead- 
ership, and many to die the death of heroes 
on the field of battle. 
This school, the Episcopal High School, 
near Alexandria, Va., opened its doors in 
1839, under the leadership of the Rev. Wm. 
N. Pendleton as Headmaster. Its purpose, 
in the words of this devoted man was: "To 
educate youth on the basis of religion. To 
apply the instructions of the Bible in the work 
of training the mind, influencing the heart, 
and regulating the habits; to provide boys dur- 
ing the critical period of middle youth and in- 
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cipient manhood the safest and best superin- 
tendence, the soundest and most healthful mor- 
al influences, and the most useful and exten- 
sive course of learning practicable. In a word 
it is to make full trial of Christian education 
in training youth for duty and for heaven.'' 
That the experiment has been eminently 
successful one learns by reading the long roster 
of pupils who have gone out from the school 
to rise to places of leadership in both Church 
and State. There were thirty-five boys the 
first year, and in the second, the number had 
increased to one hundred and one. From this 
time the school went on through varying for- 
tunes, though generally forward, until the 
beginning of the principalship of Lancelot 
Minor Blackford, A., in 1870. Mr. 
Blackford, later Dr. Blackford, held this post 
for forty-three years, and unquestionably be- 
came one of the great headmasters of the 
country. The school rose to a position during 
this period comparable to that of the great 
boys' schools of England, of which Dr. Black" 
ford was a great admirer, and where he spent 
much time during his summers. 
Under Mr. Archibald Robinson Hoxton, 
B. A., his successor, son of a former honored 
master, and himself trained there, the school 
continues its great tradition, holds its high 
reputation, and has made large expansion in 
buildings and physical equipment. Each 
year it is filled to capacity, having during the 
session of 1921-22 one hundred and eighty- 
six boys. Its career is a tribute to the wisdom 
of its founders in believing that religion and 
sound learning should go hand in hand—in 
fact, that religion is a part of sound learning. 
The story is told in an attractive way, be" 
ing filled with "human interest," and will 
well repay a reading by all who are interest- 
ed in education at its best. 
Walter Williams 
ALL DRESSED UP 
Essentials or Algebra, by David Eugene 
Smith and William David Reeves. Ginn and 
Company. 1924. Pp 360. 
An old subject in a new dress, this work 
is quite different from others of the same title 
which usually present the bare essentials of 
a more extended treatment of formal algebra. 
ITe authors treat the subject from two 
points of view, viz: the chief uses of algebra 
for the man on the street, and the algebra 
needed for college entrance, and divide the 
book accordingly. 
Part I contains the means and use of for- 
mulas and their1 derivation. The graph is 
then introduced in its application both to sta- 
tistics and to reading results from the graph 
of a formula, both of which are presumed by 
advertisers as well as technical Writers to be 
/understood by1, the general reader. After 
this are taken up the simpler forms of the 
fundamental processes and the solution of 
such problems as arise frequently in daily life. 
The second part takes up in greater detail 
the fundamental processes and proceeds to the 
consideration of topics necessary for taking 
college entrance examination, and to these is 
added the new tool of numerical trigonometry. 
The pupil who completes this is just as 
well prepared for further study of that part 
of algebra usually referred to as. "quadratics 
and beyond'' as one who has pursued the sub- 
ject thus far in a text arranged in the usual 
topical form. 
H. A. Converse 
A PRIZE REVIEW 
Winning a prize of $500 over more than a 
thousand competitors, William J. Flynn, a 
salesman in Brentano's Book Shop, Chicago, 
will be envied for having written the success- 
ful review of "Ashes of Vengeance," H. B. 
Somerville's novel published by Robert M. 
McBride & Company. 
Especially because of the interest that may 
attach to the review as a prize winner, it is 
quoted here: 
It seems to be a prevailing fashion among 
reviewers to compare all historical romances 
with those of the august and popular M. Du- 
mas. In the case of H. B. Somerville's 
"Ashes of Vengeance" we must refrain from 
following this pleasant custom for at least two 
reasons. Firstly, because comparisons are— 
well—you know what they are. Secondly, be- 
cause it is quite good enough to stand on its 
own merits. 
When the irritations of this restless work- 
a-day world become wellnigh insuperable we 
like to take home one of these full blooded 
tales of that satisfactory period when gentle- 
men settled their differences quite definitely 
februarv, 1924] THE VIRGINIA TEACHER 54 
with the aid of several inches of Toledo or Da- 
mascus steel. "Ashes of Vengeance" is a pe- 
culiarly pleasing specimen of its kind and we 
entertain no animosity against the author for 
so completely capturing our attention that we 
read on and on until the furnace went out 
and the milkman banged our morning quota 
on the front porch. To paraphrase a popular 
cigarette advertisement, "it satisfies." 
It began, as so many things do, with a 
smile. Quite natural that Mdlle. D'Vance- 
oire, young, beautiful and but lately come 
to the court, should smile at the handsome 
Comte de la Roche. Still more natural that 
such a gallant gentleman should return the 
favor in kind. M. Rupert de Vrieac, how- 
ever, being affianced to the lady in question 
and having a small heart for these gallantries, 
found in such conduct ample excuse for a 
quarrel with M. Le Comte. Wherefore, it 
followed that quite shortly the Comte de la 
Roche tasted the supreme humiliation of be- 
ing allowed to live only through the favor of 
one who damnably enough was not only a 
better swordsman, but a Huguenot into the 
bargain. Comes the night of St. Barfhelo- 
mew, however, when it is the very great 
pleasure of the Comte de la Roche to save 
M. de Vrieac and his lady from unpleasantly 
expeditious martyrdom, and to grant Mdlle. 
safe conduct at a price—to be paid by de 
Vrieac. As to the nature of the price and its 
payment we- must preserve a discreet si- 
lence—it's far too good a story for us 
to spoil. Sufficeth, that against the setting of 
sixteenth century France the author has writ- 
ten a glowing and gorgeous tale of lovely 
women and handsome, though hot tempered, 
knights. We commend it most heartily to 
all who seek to forget the present state of the 
stock market and the high cost of hard coal. 
Lauxderino: Home—Ixstttutiox, by Lydia 
Ray Balderston, (Lippincott's Home Manuals), 
Philadelphia; X B. Llppincott Company. 1923. 
Pp. 389. $2.50. 
This book, with its wonderful scope and 
accurate information, appeals to the home- 
maker, the teacher, and the institutional man- 
ager. From it one may solve the most diffi- 
cult problems, knowing that the data contain- 
ed herein is authentic. Miss Balderston is 
recognized as an authority on all phases of this 
subject; and this book is the result of several 
years of practical experience as a teacher. 
While her other book called "Laundering" 
is very complete, and of great help to teachers, 
it does not have the scope of this present book. 
The primary object of the present volume is 
"to give help concerning the proper methods of 
performing the actual processes involved in 
cleaning a garment," but when one looks over 
the index he realizes the bigness of the sub- 
ject and the many phases that necessarily bear 
upon it. This book is valuable as a text or 
as a reference volume. 
M. L. Wilson 
Eoonomics of the Family, by C. W. Taber 
and Ruth A. Wardall. Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lipplncott Company. 1923. Pp. 224. $2.00. 
This subject is new and often is poorly 
presented in the classroom because it is taught 
in an abstract way. But the material here of- 
fered—projects, questions, investigations—are 
designed to arouse the interest and develop the 
initiative of the student. 
The topics considered are business methods 
for the student and individual, business and 
business methods for the household, principles 
and practice of household accounting, budgets. 
To home economics teachers of personal 
and household accounting this book is most 
valuable. It is best adapted for use as a text 
book in high schools and as a guide in various 
phases of home economics. 
The National Education Association has 
developed in American education a unity of 
spirit peculiar to this country alone. Its 
many-sidedness helps offset the dangers of 
specialization. Sustained cooperation be- 
tween all branches of the profession gives a 
harmony of spirit that has yielded remark- 
able results. If all teachers would ally them- 
selves with the National organization and 
work for the common interest of the youth 
of America, they will not only promote their 
own interests but that which is far greater, 
the interests of education. Every teacher, 
principal and superintendent should be a 
member of the National Education Associ- 
ation. Have you sent in your name? Head- 
quarters: 1201 Sixteenth Street, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 
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NEWS OF THE COLLEGE AND 
THE ALUMNAE 
INKLINGS 
Two new volumes by members of the Har- 
risonburg faculty have just appeared; Ethics 
and Citizenship, by Dr. John W. Wayland, 
has just been published by the McClure Com- 
pany of Staunton, and A Syllabus in The 
History of Education, by Dr. W. J. Gifford, 
has just come from the press of the Rinker 
Printing Company, Bridgewater. Dr. Way- 
land's book approaches the large problem of 
citizenship from a new angle. Dr. Gifford's 
syllabus is the third in his series, of which the 
other two are syllabi in psychology and in 
education psychology. 
The summer school faculty for 1924 has 
recently been announced by President Duke. 
Miss Louise B. Franke, who had charge of 
the physical education department during 
the session of 1921-22; Mrs. W. G. LeHew, 
who has taught handwriting in both winter 
and summer quarters ; and Conrad T. Logan, 
who is head of the English department in the 
regular session, have been previously connect- 
ed with the summer school, but were not on 
the faculty last summer. Paul N. Garber, an 
instructor in history at Brown University and' 
a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 
and of Bridgewater College, will have classes 
in history; B. L. Stanley, principal of the Har- 
risonburg High! School and a graduate of 
Franklin and Marshall College and of the 
University of Virginia, will be in the educa- 
tion department and W. B. Vamer, professor 
of education at Bridgewater College and a 
graduate of Vanderbilt University, will have 
classes in education. Miss Clara G. Turner, 
dietitian at Harrisonburg since September, 
1923, will go on with the same work during 
the summer session. Miss Turner was for- 
merly an instructor in Drexel Institute and is 
a graduate of Columbia University. Miss 
Grace Post, fifth grade supervisor in the Har- 
risonburg Training School, will serve in the 
same capacity in the summer training school. 
Miss Post is a graduate of the George Pea- 
body College for Teachers. 
The complete list follows; Katherine An- 
thony, Education and Director of Training 
School; George Warren Chappelear, Jr., 
Biology and Agriculture; Elizabeth Cleve- 
land, English; Henry A. Converse, Mathe- 
matics; Newton D. Cool, Mathematics and 
Civics; Margaret B. Davis, English; Ray- 
mond Carlyle Dingledine, History; Louise B. 
Franke, Physical Education; Paul N. Garber, 
History; Marceline Armida Gatling, Physi- 
cal Education; Walter John Gifford, Edu- 
cation; Gertrude Gantz Greenawalt, Home 
Economics; Abner K. Hopkins, Manual Arts; 
Althea L. Johnston, Physical Education; 
James Chapman Johnston, Science; Mrs. W. 
G. LeHew, Handwriting; Conrad T. Logan, 
English; Pearl Powers Moody, Home Eco- 
nomics; Margaret Mueller, Fine Arts; Bessie 
Carter Randolph, History and Social Direc- 
tor; Mary L. Seeger, Primary Education; 
Clyde P. Shorts, Education; Ethel Spilman, 
Geography and Education; Amv Jane Stevens, 
Librarian and English; B. L. Stanley, Educa- 
tion; Celia Swecker, Librarian (second term) ; 
Clara G. Turner, Dietitian; W. B. Varner, 
Education; Mary Waples, School and Home 
Nursing; Myrtle L.Wilson, Home Economics; 
Julia Wooldridge, Fine Arts; and for the 
training school, Mary E. Cornell, first grade; 
Virginia Buchanan, second grade; Marie 
Elizabeth Alexander, third grade; Grace 
Post, fourth and fifth grades; Vada Maude 
Whitesel, sixth grade. 
The January birthday party was held in 
the dining room the evening of January 26. 
All students whose birthdays fell in January 
were feted. Guests were Mr. and Mrs. Duke, 
Dr. and Mrs. Converse, Mr. and Mrs. Var- 
ner, Miss Seeger, Miss Cleveland, and Miss 
Turner. Mrs. Varner had arranged place 
cards for the guests on which were inscribed 
appropriate riddles. The color scheme was 
yellow and white. Hortense Herring, of 
Proffitt, was toastmaster. 
Basketball during the winter quarter is 
even more exciting that it is during the fall 
when the class teams are playing, for immed- 
iately after the Christmas holidays plans get 
under way for a varsity team that will be able 
to carry off the honors from Radford and 
Farmville. Mrs. Johnston has been working 
steadily on the organization of a team which 
is made up almost entirely of new students. 
What it will accomplish remains to be seen. 
Preliminary schedule is as follows: Bridge- 
water College at Harrisonburg, February 9; 
Radford at Harrisonburg, February 16; 
Bridgewater at Bridgewater, February 23 ; 
Farmville at Farmville, February 29; Rich- 
mond City Normal School at Richmond, on 
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March i; Radford at Radford, March 8 ; 
Farmville at Harrisonburg, March 22. 
Lee's birthday fell on Saturday this year, 
so the program of the Lee Literary Society 
was presented at assembly January 18. It 
was an unusually interesting and inspiring 
program. Emma Dold's positive information 
about Lee's life and Dr. Wayland's reading 
of the account of Lee's wedding; Emily 
Hogge's reading, "The Sword of Robert E. 
Lee," and the Lee quartet's war songs and 
Mary Warren's talk on the society were the 
numbers on the program. 
The following day was a bright one be- 
cause 34 students from V. P. 1. were here to 
present the entertainment of the Virginia Tech 
Minstrels. In their honor a the dansant Was 
given by the Bluestone Cotillion Club. The 
minstrel show in the evening was a huge suc- 
cess and drew a crowded house. There were 
hardly any damaging statements made by the 
minstrels except in the case of Mr. Chappe- 
lear, who is still laughing about his overcoat. 
The Schoolma'am staff was elected during 
January and is now "hard at it." In addi- 
tion to Susie Geoghegan, of Danville, and 
Celia Swecker, of Monterey, editor and man- 
ager, respectively, the following students were 
chosen to represent the student body on the 
staff and are now busily engaged on the an- 
nual: Elizabeth Portner of Norfolk; Cather- 
ine Byrd of Broadway; Nancy Roane of 
Portsmouth: Lila Riddell of Dumbarton; 
Mina Jordan of Willoughby Beach; Shirley 
McKinney of Hinton, West Virginia; Ruth 
Nickell of Herndon; Mabel Kirks of Midlo- 
thian; Edith Ward of Norfolk; Bertha Mc- 
Collum of Danville; Jennie Tomko of Dis- 
putanta; Emma Dold of Buena Vista; and' 
Mary Saunders Tabb of Portsmouth. 
Mrs. Pearl P. Moody, head of the Home 
Economics Department, was the Harrisonburg 
representative at the annual meeting of the 
American Home Economics Association in 
New Orleans during the first week of Janu- 
ary. 
Believing that teachers have great pow- 
er to stimulate and develop musical apprecia- 
tion in the community, the City Symphony 
Orchestra of New York admits free to its 
concerts all members of the teaching and sup- 
ervising staff of the public schools of the 
city. 
Alumnae Notes 
Mary Miller Snead is teaching in George 
Mason High School, Alexandria. She has 
charge of an important pageant that is to por- 
tray events and characters associated with that 
part of Virginia. She was chairman of the 
general committee that outlined the work, 
and the particular stunt assigned to her class 
is an interesting series of scenes in the life of 
Washington at Mt. Vernon. Lafayette, 
George Mason, Nellie Custis, and other well 
known characters Will appear in due course. 
Mrs. Arno Friddle (Gladys Brown) is 
living at Moorefield, West Virginia, and is 
very much interested in the co-operative move- 
ment now going on in the Shenandoah Valley. 
She is still loyal to "The Daughter of the 
Stars." 
Leone Reaves is working at Columbia 
University. Her address is 423 West 118th 
Street, New York City. Recently she was 
requested to prepare a report on public opin- 
ion and lynching. She will teach at the 
College of William and Mary next summer. 
She sends good wishes to all her friends at 
Blue-Stone Hill. 
Emma Branson is teaching at Delaplane 
in Fauquier County. She sent a message to 
the—Normal, we were about to say. It seems 
a little hard to get out of the habit, but we 
shall probably say "Teachers College" quite 
naturally after a time. At any rate, Emma 
sent the message. 
Catherine Spitzer is teaching in Hebron 
School, Augusta County. Her department 
presented an interesting program on Wash- 
ington's birthday. 
Katherine Harper is now at Farmville. 
Recently she Was requested to present to her 
class a paper on Civil War happenings in and 
around Harrisonburg. She says: "I often 
think of my dear Alma Mater and wish that 
I could be back there again.' She may be as- 
sured that wte shall be pleased to see her 
whenever- fate or fortune turns her steps 
hitherward. 
Mrs. John Earl Wampler (Gladys Coin- 
er) is telling her friends of an interesting Val- 
entine, named Bettie Bamhart. To be in 
good time, Bettie came on the 13th of Febru- 
ary. Mr. and Mrs. Wampler are at home 
at Covington, Va. 
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The Loudoun Mirror, published at Lees- 
burg, carried in the issue of February 7 an 
interesting account of the work being done in 
Loudoun County by the girls' club under the 
direction of Grace Heyl, county supervho- 
of home economics. They are providing hot 
lunches for the schools and learning in various 
ways to make future homes happy. 
Lizzie Mclvor writes from Naruna, 
Campbell County, where she is teaching, and 
testifies to many pleasant memories of Harri- 
sonburg. 
Frances Mackey, as president of our gen- 
eral alumnae association, has been doing fine 
work during the past months in the interests 
of Alma Mater and the educational work of 
the state. When it takes a whole heart and 
a skillful hand "Fim" may be counted on 
with confidence. 
Tillie Derflinger Monroe sends a message 
of hearty greeting from Middleburg in Loud- 
oun County. Everybody here Who knew 
Tillie remembers her with pleasure. 
Mary Scott's address is (or recently was) 
London, W. C. 2, care of U. S. Shipping 
Board, Emergency Fleet Corporation, Bush 
House, Aldwych. Mary has been "doing" 
Europe for so long some of us are afraid that 
she has forgotten her friends in America, but 
we hope that she will come back some time 
and prove to us that we are mistaken. 
Mary Lancaster Smith (Mrs. E. E. Gar- 
rison) writes from her home at 64 19th 
Street, Jackson Heights, Queens County, N. 
Y. She says: "I think of you all frequent- 
ly, but my son keeps me too busy for much 
letter-writing. . . Mr. Garrison teases me 
because of my eagerness to see the Virginia 
Teacher. He knowls I prize it above all the 
other magazines that arrive monthly." 
Evelyn Culton (Mrs. W. C. Newell), 
who now lives at Eleven Oaks, Newell, N. C., 
lets us hear from her and the other Harrison- 
burg girls in her vicinity occasionally. We 
always receive her messages with pleasure. 
Anne Gilliam sent a beautiful Christmas 
souvenir from the Far East. She may be ad- 
dressed in care of the British Cigarette Com- 
pany, Hankow, China. 
Pauline Bresko is teaching United States 
History and other subjects in the Turbeville 
High School, and is enjoying her work very 
much. She wishes everyone at Blue-Stone 
Hill a most successful year. 
THE PARENT OF RICHES 
Education is not only a moral renovator 
and a multiplier of intellectual power, but it 
is also the most prolific parent of material 
riches. 
It has a right, therefore, not only to be 
included in the grand inventory of a nation's 
resources but to be placed at the very head of 
that inventory. It is not only the most honest 
and honorable, but the surest means of amas- 
sing property. 
A trespasser or a knave may forcibly or 
fraudulently appropriate the earnings of others 
to himself, but education has the prerogative 
of originating or generating property more 
certainly and more rapidly than it was ever 
accumulated by force or fraud. 
It has more than the quality of an ordin- 
ary mercantile commodity, from which the 
possessor realizes but a single profit as it pass- 
es through his hands; it rather resembles 
fixed capital, yielding constant and high rev- 
enues. As it enjoys an immunity from com- 
mon casualties, it incurs no cost for insurance 
or defense. Horace Mann. 
A message to American women, endorsed 
by a number of the leading women of the 
nation, has been sent throughout the country 
urging women to aid the chemical industry. 
They have been asked to assess the value of 
chemistry to the home, the community, and 
the country. If the women will but rivet 
their attention to our status as research work- 
ers in organic chemistry, they will under- 
stand that our weakness in this respect is a 
vital weakness as a nation. This weakness 
is felt by those who know as a sufficient chal- 
lenge to the American public. 
Buffalo (N. Y.) evening schools offer the 
public whatever educational service it de- 
mands, and any course requested by fifteen 
persons will be provided. During the past 
school year these schools enrolled 22,424 per- 
sons, one out of every fifteen in the popula- 
tion more than sixteen years old. More than 
half of the registrants continued to attend 
regularly throughout the year. 




(The phrase is new!) 
My mind's a blank! 
Percentile Rank, 
Who was the crank 
That thought of you? 
Percentile Rank! 
(The phrase is new!) 
Percentile Rank! 
We feel your clutch! 
Let us be frank, 
Percentile Rank, 
We can not thank 
Your records much! 
Percentile Rank! 
, We feel your clutch! 
—Susie M. Best, in Cincinnati School Index. 
"Magazines and newspapers have never 
before given so much space to education as 
during 1923. Several magazines of great 
influence and circulation have made the pro- 
motion of education one of their primary ob- 
jectives. There has been less attempt to 
"jazz" publicity for education and more sound 
reporting of basic educational needs and 
achievements."—N. E. A. Press Service. 
"Education is the one real concernment 
of all those who hope for a better day—a 
wiser regimen in human affairs. On what oth- 
er basis can we plan the reconstruction and 
improvement of society?"—Charles A. Mc- 
Murray, George Peabody College for Teach- 
ers. 
Graduates of Ohio Wesleyan University 
who began teaching this school year are 
paid an average salary of $1,356, women re- 
ceiving an average of $1,270 and men $1,550, 
according to records of the placement bureau 
of the university, which found positions for 
121 teachers of all grades, from primary to 
college. 
OUR CONTRIBUTORS 
R. K. HOKE is superintendent of schools of 
Prince George County and the city of Hope- 
well. He is a graduate of Teachers College, 
Columbia University. 
SAMUEL P. DUKE, president of the State 
Teachers College at Harrisonhurg, participat- 
ed actively in the movement for a change of 
name of the teacher-training institutions in 
Virginia. 
ZELMA WAGSTAFF is a teacher of English at 
Basset, Virginia, and a 1923 graduate of the 
Harrisonhurg State Teachers College. 
SUE RAINE is a teacher of home economics 
at Averett College, Danville, Virginia. Miss 
Raine received her B. S. at Harrisonhurg in 
June, 1923. 
WALTER WILLIAMS is rector of Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church at Harrisonhurg. 
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Sentenced to Read Pilgrim's Progress 
Recently a motorist, convicted of reckless driving, was sentenced by Judge 
Raymond MacNeille of Philadelphia to remain in jail until he had read 
Pilgrim's Progress through. The newspaper account did not mention 
whether the judge specified what edition of this classic the culprit must 
read. But had he insisted on the Standard English Classics edition it 
would have been no punishment at all. 
Our Pilgrim's Progress has exactly the right sort of explanatory notes. 
(They smooth out the difficulties but do not get in the reader's way.) 
It has a brief life of the author showing him in relation to his work. It 
has illustrations of unusual appeal. 
GINN'S STANDARD ENGLISH CLASSICS 
Are as remarkable for their attractive appearance as they are for their 
mcdest price and the excellence of the editing. Write for a list of the 
books in this satisfactory series. 
GINN and COMPANY, 70 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
Every Teacher's Problems 
By William E. Stark, Superintendent of Schools, Hackensack, N. J. 
The most important problems which bothers teachers—241 problems—have here 
been collected by a superihtendent of long experience. More than sixty of them 
are worked but,, not didactically but just as earnest, thoughtful teachers work them 
out by trial and error, by experiment, by co-operative study. The problems cover 
the whole rarige from kindergarten to high school. 1 here are problems of disci- 
pline, of curriculum, of method, of economy of time, of professional growth, and of 
relationship with supervisors, principals, parents, and other teachers. 
This is one of the two books o?i which the reading course examination of IQ24. 
for the renewal of certificates will be basedi 
Webster's Dictionaries 
These dictionaries are marked by breadth of scholarship, grasp of es- 
sentials, precisioh of definition, ease of reference, clearness of typography 
hot found in other school dictionaries. ITebster's Secondary School Diction- 
ay-y ; Webster's Elementary School Dictionary; Webster's Shorter School 
Dictionary. 
AMERICAN BOOK COM PA NY 
New York Cincinnati Chicago Boston Atlanta 
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The Normal Store 
Your Shoe Needs 
w 
Will be easily solved if you bring 
your problems to us. Comfortable, 
pleasing in design and colors, 
we have them for all occasions. 
FURNITURE, RUGS, SHADES 
LUGGAGE, UMBRELLAS 
X 
William B. Dutrow Company 
75 South Main Street 
Opposite New Virginia Theatre 
Stimulate Your Business 
With Printing That Brings Results 
One of the most practical ways to stimulate your business 
is to send out an attractive piece of printing in the shape of 
a letter or display circular, booklet, folder, mailing card, blotter, 
etc. Now, if you want Printing that will leave an impression 
and produce results, let us know your wants. We specialize 
in giving you what you want when you want it. 
ROCKINGHAM PUBLISHING COMPANY 
COMMERCIAL PRINTERS HARRISONBURG, VA. 
vi THE VIRGINIA TEACHER 
\KTE PROTECT YOU. We are big-enough to take care of your wants. 
' * If you see anything advertised by any firm in the Valley of Virginia, 
we believe we can furnish it for the same price—or less. Send us the ad- 
vertisement and we will see that you get it thru tj XTTT V P<r 
our Mail Order Department. Write us for prices 0' 1 ^ 
and samples. Special prices to the Faculty and Normal Students H cH" T is O lib 111" r Va. 
DR. W. H. BAUGHER 
DENTIST 
Harrisouburg Virginia 
Dr. Walter T. Lineweaver 
DENTIST 
PeBuiSinBgank HARRISONBURG. VA. 
PHONES } House—85-M 
THE DEAN STUDIO 
HARRISONBURG, VA. 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
Films developed and printed 
PARCEL POST 
The Parcel Post has enabled us to 
deliver to your door any drug store 
article at little or no cost promptly. 
The L. H. OTTDRUG CO., Inc. 
The Rexall Store 
Bell Phone 45 Harrisonburg, Va. 
BURKE & PRICE 
Fire Insurance 
Harrisonburg, Va. 
National Bank Bldg. Phone 16 
E. R. MILLER, M. D. 
PRACTISE LIMITED TO 
EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT 
Second Floor Sipe Build'g ptinnes 1 Office 416 Oppo. First National Bank tRes.416M 
Get Acquainted 
With Our Shoes and Our Service 
YAGER'S, The Arch Preserver Shoe Store 
CTRICTLY pure drugs and medicines, Whit- 
lO man's supreme candies, finest soda water 
and sundaes, dainty perfumes, elegant face 
powders and all toilet articles. We handle only 
reliable goods and sell them at fair prices— 
which is less than some places ask for inferior 
goods. Call at Avis'Drug Store. Phone 41. 
Nicholas Book Company 
(Successors to P. F. Spilzer) 
Phone 265 L 56 S. Main Street 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 
Architects Contractors 
W. M. Bucher& Son 
Contractors for the 
Normal School Buildings 
Telephone 142 Harrisonburg, Va. 
\ A ci t our store ^or dresses, coats, V loi 1 capes, suits,hats, and every- 
thing in dry goods, trimmings, etc. 
WISE'S, East Market Street 
S. B LATT 
FINE MERCHANT TAILOR 
CLEANING, DYEING, PRESSING 
East Market Street Harrisonburg, Va. 
TEE VIRGINIA TEACHER 
Day by day in every way 
The Brunswick Phonographs 
and Records 
are getting better and better 
Get them from 
Coiner-Burns Furniture Company 
HARR1SONBURG VIRGINIA 
The Sta-Klene Store 
A complete line of Fancy 
Groceries, Fruits and 
Vegetables 
LINE WEAVER BROS., Inc. 
Phones 122 & 195 - Harrisonburg, Va. 
Your Prosperity is Important to This Bank 
We want every member of this community to prosper. 
Even though you may do no business with us direct, your 
prosperity is an advantage to the oommunity and consequently 
to us. 
If we can help, with advice or service, please remember that 
we are cheerfully at your command. 
You may correctly count us YOUR FRIEND. 
The Rockingham National Bank 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 
Quality Tells Price Sells i 
The store that personally guarantees the 1 
Toilet Articles 
it sells. Only the brands that have 
proven sufficient merits are 
sold here. 
WILLIAMSON'S 
Main and Water Sts. 
Harrisonburg's Best Pharmacy 
JOS. NEY & SONS CO. 
The Best Department Store in 
HARRISONBURG, YA. 
D. C. DEVIER 
Reliable Jeweler 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 
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The State Teachers College 
Harrison burg, Virginia 
(Formerly The State Normal School for Women) 
IN THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
Note: On February 13, Governor Trinkle signed Senate Bill 121 which changed 
the name of the Normal School to that of Teachers College. 
Regular Session 1924-1925 
One year course for Elementary Certifi- 
cates 
Two year courses for Professional Cer- 
tificates. 
Four year course for B. S. degree and 
Professional Collegiate Certifi- 
cate. 
COURSES FOR TEACHERS 
of 
Kindergarten and Primary Grades 
Grammar Grades 
High Schools and Junior High Sschools 
Smith-Hughes supported Home 
Economics Department for specialists 
in this field 
Special Departments of Music and 
Expression 
Student Service Scholarships 
Loan Funds 
Early registration advised 
Summer Term 1924 
Review Courses for 1st and 2nd grade 
certificates (both terms) 
Courses for renewal of certificates 
Courses for Elementary Certificates 
Primary Grades 
Grammar Grades 
Regular Professional College Courses 
Special and Advanced Courses in Home 
Economics 
Open to both men and women 
While improving your professional 
equipment, enjoy a summer in the 
mountains. 
Member American Association of Teadiers Colleges 
For further particulars apply to SAMUEL P. DUKE, President. 
